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PREFACE 

Education is fundamental for achieving full human 

potential, developing an equitable and just society, 
and promoting national development. 

structure. 

National Education Policy 2020 

Highlighting the importance of education in human life NEP 2020 

stated that pursuit of knowledge (Jnan), wisdom (Pragyaa), and 
truth (Satya) was always considered the highest human goal'. To 

fulfil the educational needs with the changing needs of society and 
to support and foster the learning needs of the future generation, 
NEP envisioned reconfiguring the entire education system. 
Starting from the very basic stage to higher, adult, teacher 
education the policy looked into every area of educational 

Keeping pace with the recommendations of the new education 
policy, the chapters of this book also dealt with different areas 
related to the new National Educational Policy, ranging from 
school education, higher education, teacher education, curriculum, 
the importance of different languages, technology and so on. This 
book is filled with highly endowed contributions from scholarly 
authors and academicians who are authorized in their respective 
fields. 

The editors are immensely pleased to edit this book which is very 
innovative and unique. We are hoping that in the future times to 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF 
NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICy 

2020 IN INDIA : A MUCH 
NEEDED INTERVENTION IN 

HIGHER EDUCATION 

ABSTRACT: 

Rana Gorai 

The National Education Policy of 2020 was approved by the Union 
Cabinet of India on huly 29th 2020 1 Outlines the vision of a new 
education system for India, This policy utilizes the previous Education 
Policy of 1986. In order to drafi a policy for Education in lndia, the 
Government of India constituted a committee. This committee was 
chaired by Dr. Kasturirangan former Chairman of ISRO. There are 
eight other composite members from aifferent branches of Education in 
shis committee. A report draft were prepared for The National 
Education Policy 2020 fter taking and reviewing almost wo lakh 
Suggestions. This NEP 2020 report advocates eight important elements 
as the essence of its new policy l) Types of ntelligence, 2) The 4C's 
Skills (2lst Century Skill) 3) Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) 4) 
SDGs through Itegrated Solutions, 5) Eyperiential Learning, 6) 
Integrated Approach, 7) Life Skills and Values and 8) Promotion of 
Indian Knowledge. ts main objective is to make India a global 
knowledge superpower. It also focuses on ensuring universal access to 
school education at all levels. Some ways to achieve this are 
infrastructure support, tracking the progress of students and thein 
learning levels. Important part of NEP 2020 is to provide qualiy education to all aspiring students, rich or poor, by ensuring low dropou 
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rates. Main motto of this policy is Equitable and incusive education", 
Le. no child should be denied d access to quality education because of their 

socio - cultural background. This current paper is an 
attempt to review 

the National Education Policy of 2020. 

1. 

KEY WORDS: 
NEP, Policy, Education, Formal, Informal, Non Formal Education. INTRODUCTION: Education is that conductive process which draws a 

person from 
darkness, poverty and misery by developing his personality in all aspet 
as physical, mental, social, emotional, cultural and spiritual. Education ie absolutely necessary for each and every individual if he or she is to lad 
life successfully. On one hand, education develops the full personality of 
an individual in all fields and aspects, making him intelligent, learned bold, and courageous and possessing a strong, good character. In the same way, on the other hand, it contributes to the growth and development of society also. It is only through education those moral ideas and spiritual values, the aspirations of the nation and its cultural heritage is transferred from one generation to another for preservation. The National Education Policy 2020 in India heralds a new era for education. We often have noticed that while India has been moving forward, education policy (not to be mistaken for educational institutions) was lacking the dexterity of the times that are changing so fast. Etymologically the word 'Education' has been interpreted in various ways. According to one view, Education is derived from the Latin word Educare which means to bring up or to nourish. According to another view the term education is derived from Educatum which means the act of teaching and training. According to the third view, education is derived from Educere which means to draw out or to lead out. The meanings of these root words lead us to believe that the term education means to provide a nourishing environment that would facilitate or bring out and develop the potentialities of a child. Some of the important definitions of education are given below: "By education I mean all round drawing out of the best in child and man-body, mind and soul.". ..M.K.Gandhi 
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in man."...Swami Vivekananda 

. «Education is a process by which the child makes the internal 

external development"...Froebel 

3 

Education is the 
manifestation of divine perfection already existed 

upducation is a natural, harmonious and progressive development of 

man's innate powers.".Pestalozzi 

4 

5 
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Educator 

Educand 

6. 

Education 

Most imnportant characteristics of Education are as follows: 

1. Education is the process which manifests innate powers of an 

individual. 

Society 

CHARACTERISTICS OF EDUCATION 

Education is the process which acquaints the learner with the 

knowledge and powers within him, so that he may liberate himself 

from his constraints. 

Education controls, redirects and sublimates the instincts in the 

proper direction. 

Education plays a very important role in the socialization of the 

child. 
Education prepares an individual for adult life so that he is able to 

confront the problems of life courageously and solve them 

successfully. 
Education is to transmit the culture from one generation to the other. 
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7. Education provides proper direction to the 

abilities, capacities, 
interests, aptitudes, attitudes ar 8. Education fosters feelings of national integration and international 

9. understanding among the citizens. Education can be considered as a tripolar 10. Education is a lifelong process. 11. Education leads to the growth of a child. 
FORMS OF EDUCATION: 

Formal Education: 

process. 

Formal education is that education which is organized according to 
predetermined aims and methods of teaching. Education is a systematic deliberate and conscious process. This type of education is provided to 
meet the needs of the individual and society with the growth of civilization and advancements in the fields of science and technology, It inculcates appropriate knowledge and skills among the students and also 
leads to their character formation so that the students of today may become useful productive citizens of tomorrow. It is not confined to so called schooling only. It also includes different types of vocational education imparted by teachers. Specialists in different vocations are prepared by this type of education. It can be scientifically and consistently provided to a large number of children simultaneously but the main drawback behind it is, it often fails to touch certain aspects of one's personality and leaves it completely undeveloped, sometimes. It is provided on a pattern determined by syllabus which itself is framed with a view to achieve certain fixed targets. It also includes those activities outside the classroom which are consciously and deliberately planned. In this way curricular and co-curricular activities fall under the domain of formal education. School, College is agencies of formal education. Informal Education: 
Informal education is a lifelong process. It has no specific time or place. This type of education has no prefix aims and Curriculum. The child learns through experiences, so the knowledge gained by the child is more lasting in comparison to formal education. The informal education is more predominant in the early period of life as the mind is more elastic during this period. Such education is not provided by any organized agency. It does not reqire any financial resources to proceed. There 1s 
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no 
standard of 

measure. It also does not provide a certificate or degree to 

the 
recipient. 

Informal education is a gradual process and it provides 

general 
education, family, 

relatives, friends etc. are the agencies of 

informal education. 
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Non-Formal Education: 

Mon-formal education offers a midway approach between formal and 

informal education. It is partly formal and partly informal. n recent times 

#is felt that whatever shortcomings are there in formal and informal type 

ofeducation should be met by non-formal education. It is not such a type 

of education which is confined to schools, colleges or educational 

institutions like neither formal education nor do too incidental and 

natural like informal education. Its major thrust is on the out of school 

Dopulation. It is a lifelong process integrated with life and work. Non 

formal education is meant for all ages and sections of society children, 

adolescent sand adults, working men and women, the unemployed and 

those with leisure, literate and illiterate people. Open schools, open 

universities, open learning and correspondence courses are various 

examples of such an education system. The system is an open one with 

regards to various aspects of education ie. admissions, curriculum, place 

of instruction, mode of instruction, and the time and duration of 

instruction. It has flexible points of entry and exit, re-entry and re-exit 

and so on throughout life. It is a method of taking education to the doors 

of those learners who cannot get education in formal institutions due to 

certain factors. 

To sum up we can say that all types of education- Formal, Informal and 

Non-formal are needed for the complete development of the individual 

and society. Efforts should be made to integrate all the three types into 

one comprehensive educational system for the enrichment and 

transmission of culture, knowledge and experiences, development of 

skills and harmonious development of an individual. 

TYPES OR STAGES OF NEP 2020: 

According to NEP 2020 the new academic structure, old 10+2 system 

will be replaced by S+3+3+4 structure, where students will spend 5 years 

in foundational stage (3 to 8 years), 3 years in preparatory stage (8 to 11 

years), 3 years in the middle stage (11 to 14 years) and 4 years in 

secondary stage (14 to 18 years). This policy will boost employment in 

the country and fundamentally will change our educational system. 
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Education is an essential and indispensable element for the all-round 
development of any society and country. At present the 

education system 
follows i.e. 10+2 pattern that gives education to students but it lacks to 

bring out the best interest of a student "about how skilled he is, which his 

areas of interest, and capabilities are". But with the introduction of NEP 
2020, if these criteria of 5+3+3+4 are followed, it would be able to bring 
out the best of a student. Every student will also get a chance for quality 

education. 
In higher education, four years of hon ors starts from this year. There are 
some radical changes at the graduate level. A 4 year bachelor degree is 
starting from this year as a directive given by UGC. From this year, those 

students who are giving higher secondary education will come under th new policy. The rules of National Education Policy 2020 are being implemented. Also, from this year, the college admission process will continue through a central portal of the state. The new system says that from now on, a student can opt out of or enroll in graduate studies at any time, as often as he likes. 
UG Certificate will be given if the student drops out after 1 year, UG Diploma Certificate will be given if he drops out after 2 years, a Bachelor Degree will be given if the student drops out after 3 years and if he studies for 4 years, only then he will get Honours Bachelor Degree Certificate. There is also a research opportunity in the fourth year. If the student completes it, he will get an Honors Research Degree Certificate. Internship opportunities are also available along with graduate studies. This opportunity will be found in all subjects like business, industry, art, science etc. This can be changed in the Online, Offline, ODL or Hybrid method in a new way and it will also be given the opportunity to change the subject at any time. 

NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY 2020: AIMS AND OBJETIVES: 
The rapid changes in the knowledge landscape of the world will require a sizable shift in how we meet the world's demands. This would result in the need for new skilled labor. Multidisciplinary learning would be the need of the hour to combat the gowing emergence of epidemics and pandemics. The new National Education Policy of 2020 aims to achieve those learners not only learn, but more importantly how to learn. The fundamentals of this new policy moves from less content towards 
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learning 
aboout how to think critically and solve problems. The education 

policy 
evolves to 

make education integrated, inquiry driven, and 

discovery 
oriented. flexible and enjoyable. It will enable learners to build 

character, be 
compassionate and caring, and while at the same time 

prepare 
them for a gain ful, fuifilling employment. 

India is destined to have the largest population of young people in the 

world over the next decade. It is therefore necessary to provide high-

quality 
educational 

opportunities to determine the future of the country. 

Universal 
education is the best way forward for developing and 

maximizing our country 's rich talents and resources for the good of the 

ISBN: 978-81-959134-5-9 

dividual, the society, the country, and the world. The policy aims to 

achieve this through different books that cover in-depth quality education 

as per the NEP guidelines-a key to India's ascent. 

SDGs through Integrated Solutions: 

Sustainable Development Goals seeks to ensure inclusive and equitable 

quality education and promote lifelong opportunities for all. This task 

which reflects a global education development agenda will require the 

entire education system to be reconfigured to support the 2030 Agenda. 

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL): 

Ethics and human learning, like empathy, respect for others, cleanliness, 

democratic spirit, respect for property, responsibility can be developed 

through the process of self-awareness, self-control, and interpersonal 

skills that are vital for schools, work and life success. 

The 4C's Skills (21st Century Skills): 

The 4Cs-Communication, Collaboration, Critical Thinking and Creating 

are the needed skills of the 21st Century. These can be further distributed 

under Learning Skills: collaboration, communication, critical thinking 

and creativity and Literacy Skills: information, media and technology. 

The Types of Intelligences: 

What other scientists thought were just soft skills, these in fact were 

multiple intelligences, wherein a particular intelligence gives you the 

ability to understand the world whereas other intelligences give you the 

same ability, just from a different perspective. 

Experiential Learning: 

It involves the process of learning through doing. Hands-on learning is a 

form of experiential learning. This type of learning involves a four-fold 
Abstract 

path: Concrete Experiencing, Reflecting Observation, 
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Conceptualizations and Active 

Experimentation knowledge gained. 
The Integrated Approach learning focuses on 

making connetins 
concepts and experien ces so that information and skills can be appled to 

new and complex issues. It encourages the learner 10 ee the 
interconnectednes5 and interrelationships between the currioulum are 

Integrated Approach: 

Life Skills and Values: 
Being polite and professional at all times: demonstrating unconditinal 

kindnes5. concern and empathy. exhibiting genuine concem for cahers 
taking personal responsibilities for one's work, actions and feeling A 

of these contribute towards life skills and values that are essential In a 

learner's life of learming 
Promotion of Indian Knowledge: The rich heritage of ancient and eternal Indian knowledge has been a 
guiding light in the acquisition of knowlcdge as preparation foor life 

Indian culture and philosophy have had a strong intluence on the world 
These rich legacies must not only be nurtured for posterity but alsa researched, enhanced and defined through our education system. 

(ONCLUSION: in view of the OOVID-19 pandemic, it is imperative to reduce content load on students. The National Education Policy 2020 also emphasizes reducing the content load and providing opportun ities for experiential learning with creative mindset. In this background, the NCERT has undertaken the exercise to rationalize the textbooks across all classes Learning Qutcomes alrcady developed by the NCERT across classes have been taken into consideration in this exercise. Content based on genres of lierature in the textbooks and supplementary rcaders al difierent stages of school education. Content that is meant for achieving Learning Outconmes for developing language proficiency and is accessibie at difierent sages. For reducing the curriculum load and examination sress in view of the prevailing condition of the Pandemic Content, which is casily accessibie to Students without muh inerventions from Lcachers and can be lcarned by children through seli lcarning or peer-icarning 
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You who do not notice me 

A hoard of holy merit 

Standing at yours door 
Because you are lost in thoughts of one 

To the exclusion of all else 

You shall be lost in his thoughts 

Though you goad his memory hard 

He shall fail to remember you 
Even as a man drunk remembers not 

There after the tale he told before 
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Baul-Sufi Interface and Cultural
Tourism: A Study in Northern Rarh
of West Bengal, India

Premangshu Chakrabarty and Tushar Mandal

Abstract Culturally, the Rarh region of West Bengal is perceived as the land of
Sahajiya syncretistic tradition. Bauls, the wandering mendicants, originally emerged
from Buddhist Sahajiya background, have been converted as Sahajiya Vaishnavas,
while Sufism came with the spread of Islam since the thirteenth century AD through
the Fakirs and Darbeses with similar views as expressed in earlier Sahajiya philoso-
phies. The Dargas of Pirs with their sacred tombs and the Akhras of Bauls for their
esoteric songs particularly in the northern part of Rarh are considered as valuable
tourism resources. Tourism is the fastest-growing industry of today, and cultural or
heritage tourism is a very important segment of it. The Baul-Sufi interface, thus,
becomes a subject matter in the tourism geography of Rarh Bengal. This paper is an
attempt to evaluate the Sahajiya-Sufi sacredscape of northern Rarh with reference to
its utilization as a tourism resource.

Keywords Syncretistic · Wandering mendicants · Esoteric songs · Heritage ·
Sacredscape

1 Introduction

Pilgrimage is the father of religious tourism which persists in every religious commu-
nity. The Rarh region of West Bengal in eastern India (Fig. 1) accommodates various
religions, castes and subcastes. There are many places worthy of pilgrimage in Rarh
Bengal where people visit in search of divine blessings. Believing the manifestations
of the signs of supreme power in such shrines, they perform traditional rituals offering
sacrifices. Being the worshipper of mother Goddess as Shakti, i.e. the manifestation
of energy, the region was once familiar for human sacrifice under Tantric influence
which is now reduced to animal sacrifices with the advancement of time, and even
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Fig. 1 Rarh region of West Bengal. Source Prepared by the authors
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sacrifices of non-living objects have been introduced under Vaishnavite influences
in the region being inspired by the ideology of non-violence. This ancient cultural
region of Bengal called Rarh is divided by the River Ajay into two parts—Bajjabhumi
(the northern Rarh) and Subbabhumi (the southern Rarh). An extraordinary cultural
character of the northern Rarh zone (Bajjabhumi literally means a land of infertile
rocky soil) is the motivation of studying its touristscape with reference to Baul-Sufi
linkage, considering it to be a vital resource in planning for heritage tourism in the
area. It is noteworthy to mention in Indian context that there are a number of studies
on tangible cultural tourism resources, particularly on monuments as heritage sites,
but studies on intangible cultural tourism resources like music/performing art are
very few. Such studies made by cultural anthropologists and folklorists in this field
are far from addressing them as tourism resources also. Here lies the research gap
attempted to be addressed with the following objectives:

i. To highlight the background of syncretistic tradition of the Bauls and Sufis that
has increasingly been recognized as resources for cultural tourism.

ii. To evaluate the regional affinities of them in terms of distinctive touristscape.
iii. To assess the evolving status of authenticity due to increasing exposure in the

international tourism market.

The methodology involved is interviewing, questionnaire survey and participant
observation for studying the tourist behaviour and application of GIS in mapping the
touristscape of this region. The methodologies of studying historical geography are
also adopted in order to reveal the Baul-Sufi linkage evolved with time. Tourism
geography as an emerging branch of anthropogeography provides the scope of
agglomerating such diverse methodologies under a single umbrella.

With their applications in different subsections followed by, the research gap
in evaluating Baul-Sufi interface in terms of cultural tourism is addressed with. In
this connection, the social and cultural background is elucidated first followed by
a brief review of historical aspects concerned. As authenticity issues are vital for
cultural tourism, a special emphasis is given to analyse the functional aspects of
syncretistic practices with reference to time and place in Sect. 4. To satisfy the
second objective of the study, a circuit planning is attempted with justifications on
assembling the syncretistic hubs in spatial context in Sect. 5 (for Bauls) and Sect. 6
(for Sufis). Finally, the scope in promoting Baul-Sufi touristscape has been dealt in
Sect. 7 with reference to authenticity status followed by the concluding remarks on
its functionalism highlighting the recent trends.

2 The Social and Cultural Background

The earliest reference on Rarh region is found in the Jain scripture of the ‘Acharanga
Sutra’ as ‘Ladha’ described as a ‘pathless country’ inhabited by hostile people who set
off their dogs after Mahavira, the twenty-fourth Tirthankara (Prophet) of Jain religion
who dared to enter in the region in sixth century BC (Chattopadhyaya 2002). This
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zone was inhabited by Proto-Australoid1 group of people, speaking Austric group
of language.2 ‘Ladha’ is actually an Austric word from which the word ‘Radha’ was
probably originated to mean its subaltern people.3 With Aryan influence, there was
an increasing tendency of Sanskritization. In Sanskrit, the word ‘Rarh’ means rough,
and it was imposed on ‘Ladha’ (meant barbarous) to describe both the character of
the people and the uneven land of this geographical region. Thus, ‘Ladha’ becomes
‘Rarh’ through the word ‘Radh’ of Austric origin.

The Rarh as a seat of traditional culture is a geo-historic region (Singh 2008).
The influence of Jain, Buddhist, Hindu and Sufi traditions is prominent, and the
geographical area is dotted with a maximum number of pilgrim centres as compared
with other regions of West Bengal. These are mostly the folk shrines, while within the
forests, the animistic worship of tribal groups persists. It is noteworthy that the name
of the district ‘Birbhum’ covering the maximum portion of northern Rarh comes
from Mundari word ‘Bir’ meaning forest (Mahato 1984).

The ancestors of Proto-Australoids, such as Santals and Munda, are the earliest
inhabitants of this region. The migration of Dravidian people from South India before
the arrival of Aryans brought significant demographic changes in Rarh Bengal. The
presence of Mahali (Dravidian caste of labourers) or the Kora (Dravidian caste of
earth workers and cultivators) is among the examples of it. With the patronization of
local rulers, a number of working class settlements have developed resulting from
in-migration. In Rajnagar areas of Birbhum, for example Kunwis (the weaver group
of subaltern community) are settled who gradually became agricultural labourers.
Though they are found engaged in Shakti worship, their village deity is Dharmaraj
who is said to be of Buddhist origin. This represents northern Rarh as a melting
pot of religious traditions with time from which the present cultural landscape has
emerged.

3 The Historical Aspects

The Acharanga Sutra, a Jain literature, first mentioned two physical divisions of Rarh
and the River Ajay, a tributary of River Ganga has been accepted as the boundary
between northern and southern Rarh (Biswas 1985). While writing the history of
Bengali people, the term “Purabhumi” has been used to describe the land charac-
terized by its red-coloured soils (Roy 1952). Sukumar Sen, an eminent scholar of
Bengal, also used the word ‘Rarh’ as representative of both the character of the
land and its people (Chattopadhyay 2007). The northern Rarh was the territory

1 Proto-Australoid: ancestor of the ancient hunter-gatherer people with dark skin colour, black, and
wavy or curly black hair, long heads and broad, flat noses.
2 Austric Group of Language: Austric is a group of languages primarily spoken in southeast Asia,
the Pacific and the eastern Indian subcontinent.
3 Subaltern People: a term first proposed by Antonio Gramsci (1891–1937) refers to those groups
of people in society who are subject to the hegemony of the ruling classes.
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ruled by King Sasanka (606 AD) who made an invasion with Bengali Army to
Kannauj in Uttar Pradesh through Kashi; eventually, this is considered by historians
as the first manifestation of the power of Bengal in the political geography of Indian
subcontinent.

Sahajiya Buddhism had developed its strong base in the way of life of the common
people during the Pala rule from eighth century to eleventh century, considered as the
golden age in the evolution of culture of this region. The Palas ruled towards the end
of the eleventh century until the crown was captured by the Senadynasty. Like Pala,
they also encouraged the musical tradition of Bengal. The lyrical ‘Geetagovinda’ with
outstanding compositions was written during this period by the Vaishnava scholar
Joydeb who later served as the court poet of Lakshmana Sena (1179–1206 AD), the
last Hindu King of Bengal.

Being Brahmins of Karnataka origin, the Sena rulers, however, made organized
attempt to erode the widespread Sahajiya social base of Bengal by imposing the caste
hierarchy with the help of codification of ‘Brahmavaivarta Puranas’ and ‘Brihatd-
harma Purana’ (Dasgupta 2004). There was about four hundred years regime of
humanistic philosophy of Buddhism (eighth to eleventh Century AD) that developed
resistance regarding acceptance of social stratification under Hindu caste system
under the new rule. Revolt against the authority of Brahmins appeared in the commu-
nity in the form of defying and transgressing the social rules. In the Muslim rule since
thirteenth century AD, many lower-caste people were attracted by the flavour of the
humanist Sahajiya tradition in the teaching of Sufis and opted Islam. A strong base
of Islam in northern Rarh was particularly due to the Sufistic influence, while Vaish-
nava influence was able to retain the rest of the subalterns within the Hindu-oriented
cultural universe.

In 1204 AD, it was Bakhtiyar Khilji who introduced Turk-Afghan rule in Bengal.
The challenge to Hindu society along with increase of conversion cases from Hindu
to Muslim was countered by sixteenth century Bhakti movement under the leadership
of Sri Chaitanya involving all the low-born people in the worship of God together.
Nityananda (born in 1473), a son of Rarh Bengal, and his son Birchandra led the
movement to the emergence of a mass religion (Lahiri 1993). The credit of the
creation of Vaishnava Sahajiya school was given to Nityananda (Dimock 1966).
The sexo-yogic method of worship was probably added later in this school with the
intrusion of Buddhists. Birchandra took more than 1200 Buddhist monks (called
Neras) and 1300 nuns (called Neris who were clean shaven) within the field of
Vaishnava religion as designating them Bairagis (Sahajiya Vaishnavas). Out of the
roots of Buddhism, the ‘nirguna’ Sahajiyas developed the Baul cult, and through their
innovative philosophy of “Man of My Heart” (uttered in the song as manermanush,
in Bangla), they opened up the avenues of discourse with the Sufis (Dasgupta 2004).
The Baul cult, thus, originated in the first half of the seventeenth century as a legacy
of Buddhism, Sufism and Vaishnavism as well as ancient fertility cult. With such
assimilation and synthesis, the cosmic abode of the God is considered to be the
human body (the microcosm), conceived by the Bauls as the temple of the divine
(Sen 1929). It is noteworthy that Chandidas of Nanoor, another son of Rarh Bengal
in the fifteenth century AD, contributed his philosophy on the supremacy of man
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(sabaruparemanushsatya in Bangla) due to such divinity which started modifying
the folk society to accept a new cult with music as the medium of expression of its
philosophy.

4 The Bauls, Fakirs and Their Authenticity

The Bauls of Rarh (Fig. 2) are the wandering minstrels conveying their messages
through songs and joyful dance (Figs. 3 and 4). Such messages are the outcome of
a philosophy originated from Sahajiya Buddhism, later modified by the influence of
Vaishnavism, Sufism and Tantric rituals prevalent in the society together since thir-
teenth century AD. The Baul songs, sung in a special tune of their own accompanied
with dance performed in a unique style and rhythm, are considered as a peculiar type
of rural ballads of mediaeval Bengal, and they are recognized as a rich heritage of
folk culture of India (Bandyopadhyay 1989). With the passage of time, through the
modern means of cultural communication, the Bauls became a subject of interest for
the urban intelligentsia (Ray 1984). Increasing demand of the Baul songs and music
among the international audience since the 1990s has made a paradigm shift of its
texts from philosophical orientation to entertainment perspectives in order to earn
more money and honour from their music. Being ignorant on their historical root
hidden within the Sahajiya Buddhism, the Hindu Bauls consider Sri Chaitanya as the
founder of their cult, while the Muslim Bauls under the Sufi influence have started
recognizing themselves as Ayuls (derived from Arabic word ‘Awliya’ meaning saint).
Both the sects are admitting themselves through their songs as ‘Khepa’ (madcap)
which is very close to the literary meaning of the word Baul.

Fig. 2 Bauls at Joydeb,
Birbhum. Picture Credit:
Authors
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Fig. 3 Recreating visitors
with songs. Picture Credit:
Authors

Fig. 4 Entertaining
audience at Paus Mela,
Santiniketan. Picture Credit:
Authors

Space is vital in determining the tune of Baul songs which vary from region
to region. The Bauls of North Bengal adopt Bhawaiya tune expressing their ideas,
while Jhumur nourishes the Baul music in case of Rarh. Chottanagapur plateau is the
land of Jhumur, the musical tune of which develops a distinct Baulscape in northern
Rarh. Their centres called Akhrasare the places of tourist interest in Joydeb-Kenduli
particularly during ‘Joydeb Mela’, the occasion of annual reunion of the Bauls on the
eve of Paush Sankranti (mid-January). In the year 2015, we have found about three
hundred of such Akhras during the fair among which the following classification can
be made (Table 1).
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Table 1 Status of Akhras Structural characteristics Percentage (%)

Permanent concrete structure 04

Semi-permanent bamboo structure 79

Open air gatherings 17

Source Field Survey by the authors, 2015

A few days before it, in the end of December 2014 at Santiniketan, both the Bauls
and Fakirs found considered themselves privileged in getting opportunity to perform
from the stage of Paush Mela which was introduced by Rabindranath Tagore in
exposing our rural culture among the elite urbanites in the mid- of twentieth century.
With Paush Mela, cultural tourism was actually introduced in the region a number
of decades before.

With the exposure to the outside world, particularly after globalization, the Bauls
in Birbhum are no longer compulsory followers of folk religion but are considered
a Sahajiya artist who may have no connection with their philosophy but successful
adopters of dress code and musical school in their performances (Mukhopadhyay
2012). Although they are bitterly condemned as fake within the original Baul society,
they are considered as one of the very important elements in the touristscape of Rarh.
In the survey made in the annual gatherings of Baul in Joydeb fair in the year 2015,
only 15% of the Bauls among the samples interviewed were qualified as full-time
Bauls. It is noteworthy that Rabindranath Tagore, the great poet who introduced Bauls
to the world through his literary efforts, was also not interested in their method of
worship. It was their music which attracted him, and consequently, the merit of their
melodious voice and joyful dance won the attention of the world from the moment
of their exposure in the non-rural cultural domain.

5 The Baul Circuit Forming Distinctive Touristscape

The increasing international arrival of visitors to experience their music is encour-
aging enough to develop a Baul circuit in northern Rarh incorporating the following
places:

• Birchandrapur: Presently known as Birchandrapur after the name of Birchandra,
the son of Nityananda, a Vaishnavite leader and partner of Sri Chaitanya, this is
the most important place of pilgrimage for Vaishnavas in Rarh region. According
to folklore, Garga Muni, who revealed the name Balaram and Krishna in the
court of Nanda in Puranic age, appeared here in the disguise of a sage predicting
the re-arrival of Lord Balaram in this place. He identified Padmabati, the mother
of Nityananda, as the reincarnation of Rohini, mother of Balaram according to
the Puranic scripture. On the very place where Nityananda was born, a temple
is erected called ‘Sootika Mandir’. There is pond nearby through which, it is
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said, Nityanada disappeared (Bezbaruah 2003). Considering it as a ‘yogapitha’,
Vaishnavites visit the place for pilgrimage. In honour of Nityananda, a fair of
seven days is held in the place in the Bengali month Kartik (October–November)
on the eve of Goshthashtami. Pilgrims usually visit the old Banka Rai temple
where the image of the deity was once worshipped by Nityananda. A number
of such places associated with the memory of Nityananda and renowned visitors
like Iswarpuri (who initiated Sri Chaitanya), Sri Chaitanya himself and Biswarup,
his elder brother, are among the places of interest of Bauls and Vaishnavas. With
the efforts of the International Society For Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON),
Birchandrapur is growing very fast. The Bauls are one of the attractions during
fairs and festivals organized in this historical settlement Ekchakragram, also called
Ekchakra Garvabas. Ekchakra is bearing even the mythology of the Puranic age.
At a place called Pandavtala, the Pandavas of the Mahabharata, the great Indian
epic took shelter during their exile. In the mid- of paddy fields, a very small
ordinary village temple4 is a place of pilgrimage related to the storey of killing a
demon named Bakasur by the Bhima, the second Pandava. He went to Kotasur,
about 3.5 km from the place to fight with Bakasur, and the bone of Bakasur
in fossil form is kept at Madaneshwar Shiva temple. The places like Kotasur
and Mayureshwar Dabuk were collectively known as Ekchakra which with time
reduced to the entity of a small village of today.

• Chandidas Nanoor: Chandidas Nanoor, which celebrates Chandidas fair on the
occasion of Dolyatra festival in March every year, is another centre of Baul and
Vaishnavism. Originally a worshipper of Chandi, a Sakta Goddess, Chandidas
was converted into Vaishnavism admiring the superiority of the faith. His love
lyrics and songs inspire the Bauls, and the place is well-suited in the Baul circuit.

• Joydeb-Kenduli: Joydeb-Kenduli is the annual gathering place of Baul on the eve
of Paush Sankranti in mid-January every year. Bauls consider Joydeb, the twelfth-
century AD poet and the author of ‘Geetagovinda’ as the founder of their faith.
At the site of the house of Joydeb, Burdwan Royal family later built a Navaratna
temple which is considered a masterpiece regarding manifestation of terracotta
art. As there are a number of permanent Baul camps (Akhras) for their rest and
relaxation (Fig. 5) centred at this place, a tourist may experience their music by
visiting Joydeb-Kenduli at any time of the year.

The international tourists also visit Santiniketan in the attraction of Baul culture.
In proper understanding of the origin, philosophy and functions of Bauls, it is essen-
tial for the tourists to visit places depicted in Baul circuit centring Santiniketan. The
introduction of such a circuit, accommodating visitors at Santiniketan, will be very
much useful in expanding cultural tourism in the region. Tourism geography advo-
cates for such circuits along with visits to neighbouring Sufi shrines to understand
the Baul-Sufi interface and for comparing them with the performance of Fakirs who
are Muslims but speak in the same language of Bauls. They have no conflict because

4 Very small ordinary village temple: ordinary village temples are characterized by simple appear-
ances devoid of various ratna (tower) and cornice combinations representing complexity in
structure.
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Fig. 5 Having opportunity
of a relief. Picture Credit:
Authors

of their similar aim to raise voice against fundamentalism advocated by higher caste
Muslims and Hindus, respectively. Music is the instrument of Bauls and Fakirs to
attract the illiterate subalterns to their faiths. By music, they have countered teach-
ings of conventional scriptures given by Brahmins and Mullahs. The development of
parallel religion led by Bauls and Fakirs appears as a challenge to fundamentalism.
One of its earliest pieces of evidence is found in Rangpur (now in Bangladesh). The
‘Baul Dhansha Fatwa’ (the religious ruling ordering the destruction of Baulism) was
made by Muslim fundamentalist Riazuddin in the year 1925 to eliminate Fakirs along
with Bauls together from the society considering them dangerous for the existence
of Islam (Chakraborty 2009).

6 Pilgrimages in Sufi Shrines

Sufism is less an Islamic sect than a mystical way of life in which Muslims seek
to find the truth of divine love and knowledge through direct personal experience
of God. The word Sufi derives from the word ‘Suf’ meaning ‘wool’ referring to
the woollen garments as the symbol of simplicity of early Islamic ascetics. Islamic
mystics who are referred to in English as Fakirs and Dervish are called Sufis. They
are also known as ‘Fuqara’, the plural form of the Arabic ‘Faqir’ (meaning poor),
the Persian equivalent of which is ‘Darvish’ (Akhtar 2009). Based on the principles
of ‘tawakkul’ (absolute trust in God) and ‘tawhid’ (the truth that there is no other
deity but God), Sufism provides the spiritual guide as religious preceptor (called
Pir/Sheikh) to a disciple (murid) in the path of mystical experience of the divine.
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Sufism came to India from the Middle East in eleventh century AD and to Rarh
Bengal probably in thirteenth century AD, which is called the golden period of Sufism
in India. As it was a different climatic region from where the Sufis immigrated, their
woollen garment underwent change into one made by cotton, stitching together a
number of different coloured pieces of clothes. The Sufis by origin were orthodox
Muslims, but in course of time, there grew up a heterodox type of mysticism under
the leadership of the prominent Pirs respected for supernatural powers like giving
life to the dead or killing anybody at their wish. Such Pirism was brought by Muslim
immigrants to Bengal from Central Asia through North India. The non-Bengali origin
of this cult is evident from the fact that even down to the present day in celebration
like Urs, i.e. death anniversary of the deceased Pirs, the services are conducted in
Arabic, Persian and Urdu languages (Khan 2013). In spite of being the representative
of a different culture, the Pirs won the heart of common people, especially those in
the lower strata of society by their contributions for human welfare. By erecting the
dargahs and mazaars (shrines) in their memory, usually on their tombs, the followers
worship them as immortal entities.

Patharchapuri near Suri, the district headquarters of Birbhum, is most popular
among such shrines in Rarh Bengal. A mazaar (Fig. 6) erected on the tomb of
Datababa, a nineteenth-century AD Sufi saint, is a place of attraction for both Muslim
and Hindu pilgrims. Folk beliefs in the divine and mystical power of this Pir are
the motivation of such pilgrimage, which is now both domestic and international.
According to a legend, his power to relieve the people from misery and diseases
ultimately brought him in such a position of great respect. After he passed away in
the year 1891 AD, his performances for mankind were much more glorified, and his
mazaar was subjected to pilgrimage. Till the first decade of the twenty-first century,
it was, however, a small shrine, but recent renovations have made it a place for
religious tourism. Throughout the year, hundreds of devotees come here every day
to pray at the mazaar for the fulfilment of their wishes (Fig. 7). Except offering

Fig. 6 Patharchapuri
Mazaar. Picture Credit:
Authors
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Fig. 7 Gathering of Fakirs.
Picture Credit: Authors

animals as sacrifices, they put pieces of bright coloured clothes called Chaadar on
the sacred grave of the Pir and spray golapjal (rosewater) on it. Then, such clothes
are taken back to their homes as sacred things irrespective of religion and caste. Both
Hindus and Muslims are found offering special type of sacred sweet called ‘Sinni’
and take it after the worship of the Pir in the mazaar. The participation of both
Hindus and Muslims in the Urs festival is a scope to represent India’s existence as a
multicultural nation, and our Incredible India Tourism Promotion plan may take care
of it. Arrangement of Sama (a dance form with song in Sufi way of worship) at the
mazaar may be useful in drawing cultural tourists to this destination. Khustigiri is
another important Sufi shrine (Fig. 8) of Bengal, the name is which uttered just after
Patharchapuri because of its association with Hazrat Syed Shah Abdullah Kermani,
the renowned Sufi saint of Eastern India. Urs is held (Fig. 9) between the eleventh

Fig. 8 Urs at Khustigiri,
Birbhum. Picture Credit:
Authors
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Fig. 9 The Sanctorium.
Picture Credit: Authors

Falgun to fifteenth Falgun (24–28 February), which draws millions of devotees to
this shrine.

The Shah Alam’s mazaar of Dubrajpur is the next important Sufi tourism destina-
tion in the region. Every year in the mid-January, from the fifth day of Bengali month
Magha, a three days fair of Darvish is organized at Dubrajpur involving Fakirs and
Bauls of the region. In Nalhati, on the hill behind the Lalateshwari temple, a Shakti
Peeth in Birbhum, a Dargah draws a huge number of pilgrims in its Urs on the
fifteenth day of Bengali month Baisakha (end of April). Such tombs of sacred Pirs
scattered in the region are not only the places of pilgrimage but also the hubs for future
cultural tourism that may attract international visitors. Similar to the Baul triangle, a
Fakir circuit may also be designed in northern Rarh incorporating Khustigiri, Nalhati,
Dubrajpur and Patharchapuri as shown in Fig. 10.

7 Findings on Scope in Promoting Baul-Sufi Touristscape

Bauls of Rarh originated from the pre-Muslim ‘Nirguna’ Sahajiya tradition which
was very much similar to Sufistic conception of divinity and the ideal of love. This
is why, Sufis in Bengal came closer to Bauls, and the Rarh Bengal became a melting
pot of the Sahajiyas and the Sufistic conception of the beloved. Both are antithesis
of religious intolerance which permeated the orthodox trends of prevailing religions.
Submission to a guide seems to be the key in the journey to God–Pir is the guide
for Sufis, while Guru is transmitting the religious teaching to Bauls. The syncretistic
practice of sama which combines song and dance is a Sufistic method, while Bauls
are demonstrating special style, rhythm and texts out of their innovative philosophy
regarding the body as the field of divine play and the role of Guru who is residing
in the heart of such worship. This interplay of syncretistic concepts and practices
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Fig. 10 Baul-Sufi
touristscape in northern
Rarh. Source Prepared by the
authors

brought the Sufis closer to the Bauls (Dasgupta 2004). According to Sufis, love is
the underlying principle of cosmic process as a whole, and without love, neither
heaven nor earth survives. There is love between the sun, the moon, the planet and
the stars, and in love, all are fixed in their position in the sky (Dasgupta 1946). Five
Sufi stations have been identified passing from real world towards the divine world
(Masud 2011), namely:

i. Detachment from the world
ii. Patience
iii. Gratitude for all given by the God
iv. Love
v. Sublime pleasure.

The Sufi path leads to purification, sacrifice and illumination. The Bauls seek
the same in their own way. They are seeking renunciation in a world of attachments
(Bandyopadhyay 1989). In their simple language, they advocate for ‘Ananda’ (bliss),
a concept from the Upanishads unconsciously which is expected to carry them to
a higher abode (Chakravarty 1980). In fact apart from Sufism, there is influence of
Vedanta, Sahajiya Buddhism, Tantra and Vaishnavism in Baul culture which makes
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Table 2 Philosophical
syncretism in Bauls

Character and content Concept/practices
incorporated from

Body as micro-cosm Vedanta, Tantra, Sufism

Love as modus operandi Sufism, Vaishnavism

Guruvad (teacher centrism) Sahajiya Buddhism,
Sufism, Vaishnavism

Emphasis on inner realization
rather than outward ritual

Vedanta, Sahajiya Buddhism

Anti-casteism, emphasis on
human sexo-yogic practices

Sahajiya Buddhism, Sufism,
Vaishnavism

Source Review of different literature and interviews

it very attractive for cultural tourists of international origin. The songs of Bauls
disclose the love between our human personality and the divinity residing in the
human beings. Considering body as the temple for worship, the Bauls are engaged
in sexo-yogic practices5 (Letizia 2010) in order to fulfil the objective of union with
the divine that manifests a unique blending of Tantra-oriented Shiva-Sakti tradition
and Buddhist Sahajiya cult which later mixed with Radha-Krishna tradition and the
Sufi cult with the introduction of the concept of love. While Tantra aims in the
enhancement of power in oneself through sexo-yogic sadhana (austere endeavour)
even adopting various cruel methods even using dead bodies, the Bauls emphasize
on love in their sexo-yogic sadhana being influenced from the Vaishnava and Sufi
traditions. For Vaishnavas, Krishna is the material element of nature, while Radha is
its inherent energy. Vaishnava Bauls consider Chaitanya Dev as Maha Guru (teacher
of the teachers) and follow the love principles of Radha-Krishna tradition, while
Fakirs (Muslim Bauls) give importance to the concept of love directly relying on Sufi
principles. The genesis of Baul culture from contemporary religious philosophies has
been summarized in Table 2.

Both Bauls and Sufis of Rarh Bengal came closer to contribute almost the same
spiritual path of self-knowledge facilitating the journey of the folk in the path of life.
The Baul life has flourished in the agro-based rural society historically related with the
growing of crops considered to be the act of creation. The Baul songs are spontaneous
and natural in their formation, composition and presentation, born out of the heart
of rural folk as the songs of the soil (Majumder 2011). With the growth of cultural
and educational tourism, the urban elite––both domestic and from other countries–
–comes across such philosophy and songs of Bauls and Fakirs. After experiencing
the overseas programme of Bauls, many foreigners also, according to our survey,
have decided to visit the land of Bauls. A touristscape is, thus, gradually developing
simultaneously with a threat of maintaining the authenticity of the Baul tradition. The
conflict between the Gayak (only the singers with no religious affinity) and Khepa

5 Sexo-yogic Practices: based on the ritual theme of the body which conceives each organ as Tirtha,
energy flow is like pilgrimage from one sacred point to another regulating within a body, while
breath, called Prana, is conceived as vehicle in operational context.
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(the real worshipper and practitioners) is already evident in the Baul world centred
on the issues of authenticity. It is out of the social urge that the music was created
during the seventeenth century in order to conceal the process of their Sadhana,
and they still express their ideas through music (Chakraborty 2010). As its tune
attracts man and attains international reputation, a number of professionals come in
this field experimenting with its music without any consideration of its philosophic
base. Recent educational and cultural tourism demands authenticity which is already
challenged in the presence of such fake Bauls who can sing without going into the
philosophy of the songs. The tourist guides with ability to interpret the Baul songs
are, therefore, essential for promoting the Baul circuit. Here also lies the scope of
employment of educated youths and involvement of non-government organizations
to preserve the Baul culture, which is an important heritage and a rich source of
cultural tourism resource for Incredible India tourism programme.

8 Conclusion

The original Baul songs sung in their own style have the capacity to inspire the human
mind so that it may become divinized. With time and popularity, the text of Baul songs
has transformed, and even social or political aspects are included in it. The Baul songs
survive due to its tune attracting the music lovers, domestic as well as international.
Their presence is considered as one of the milestones in the touristscape of Rarh
Bengal. The renovation of Sufi shrines with re-introduction of ‘sama’, which are
almost extinct by the interference of orthodox Mullahs and Maulavis, may revitalize
the cultural tourist space in the region. One of the significant findings concerned with
tourism geography of this region is the spectacular growth around Birchandrapur with
the effort of ISKCON, which has planned to project the birth place of Nityananda as
their second centre of pilgrimage after Mayapur on Ganga Delta which, according to
their belief is the birth place of Sri Chaitanya. A huge flow of international visitors is
expected in the region in near future, and it is essential to organize cultural tourism
resources of Rarh Bengal in order to capitalize the scope of tourism, the largest
expanding industry of the world. The analysis of the status of Baul and Fakirs in the
tourism geography of northern Rarh is very much relevant in this context.
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দমৌসুমী মন্ডল, সযাক্ট 

দর্শন বিভাগ, র্ালয াডা নন াবি নসন্টেনাবি কযলি 
 
নুযষি সাযথ প্রকৃব ি বিবভন্ন প্রিাব  এিং প্রাকৃব ক সত্তাসমূযহি মধযকাি 
দ্বনব ক সম্পকশ যক িলা হয় পবিযির্ নীব বিদযা। পবিযির্ নীব বিদযা মলূ  

পবিযির্গ  সুিক্ষাি িনয ন  দ্বনব ক িাধযিাধক াগুযলা িযয়যি  াযক নকি কযি 
গযড উযে। পবিযির্ সংকট নমাকাবিলা কযি বনিাপদ ও সুিবক্ষ  পবিযির্ বনবশ্চ  
কিাি িনয পবিযির্ নীব বিদযাি গুরুে অপবিসীম। ি শ মান বিযশ্ব বিজ্ঞাযনি 
প্র ুবক্তগ  আবিষ্কাযিি প্রসািণ, বর্ল্পায়ন ও িনসংখযাি দ্রু  িৃবদ্ধি ফযল 
ওিনস্তযিি ক্ষয়, িীি-মন্ডযলি পবিি শ ন, ভূপৃযষ্ঠি উষ্ণ া িৃবদ্ধ ই যাবদ 
পবিযির্গ  সংকযটি সৃষ্টি হযি এিং ফলশ্রুব য  প্রাকৃব ক সম্পদ হ্রাস পাযি 
এিং পৃবথিী িসিাযসি অনুপয াগী হযয় পডযি। এ নথযক পবিত্রাযণি িনয 
বিজ্ঞানীযদি পার্াপাবর্ দার্শবনকগণও ক গুযলা দ্বনব ক নীব মালা প্রণয়ন কযিন। 
এ নীব মালাগুযলাি িাস্তিায়ন পবিযির্ সুিক্ষায় বিযর্ষ ভূবমকা পালন কিয  
পাযি। পৃবথিীি িুযক টিযক থাকয  হযল পবিযিযর্ি সাযথ আমাযদি কা শকলাপ 
পবিকল্পনাবভবত্তক ও দ্বনব ক হয  হযি। পবিযির্ নীব বিদযায় পবিযিযর্ি প্রব  
মানুযষি ন  নীব যিাধ এিং দ্বনব ক িাধযিাধক াগুযলা িযয়যি  া বচবি  কিয  
সাহা য কযি। দার্শবনক দষৃ্টিভবি নথযক পবিযির্সংক্রান্ত আযলাচনা দযুটা ম িাদযক 
নকি কযি গযড উযেযি। এগুযলা হযলা: মানিযকবিক ািাদ ও অ-
মানিযকবিক ািাদ। মানিযকবিক ািাদ অনুসাযি, সকল পবিযির্গ  
বিষয়গুযলা মানুযষি স্বাথশসংবর্ষ্ট হওয়া উবচ  এিং পবিযির্গ  নীব মালাগুযলা 
নকিল মানুযষি উপি বভবত্ত কযি মূলযাবয়  হযি। অনযানয অ-মানি ন মন: উবদ্ভদ 
ও প্রাণীসমূযহি অবস্তে নকিল মানিসত্তাি িযিহাযিি সামগ্রী।  ািাডা 
মানিযকবিক ািাদ মানুষ িয ী  প্রকৃব ি অনযানয প্রাণী ও উবদ্ভদ িগ যক নকিল 

মা 

(বযবোররক নীরতরবদযা রবষম্য তাৎপর্শপূণশ 
তুলনামূলক প্রবন্ধ) 
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পি ঃমূযলযি অবধকািী বহযসযি গণয কযি থাযক। মানিযকবিক ািাযদি দার্শবনক 
বভবত্ত দাবি কযি ন , দ্বনব ক নীব মালা নকিল মানুযষি উপি প্রয ািয এিং 
মানুযষি প্রযয়ািন ও অবধকাি সযিশাচ্চ মূলযিান এিং গুরুেপূণশ। এ ম িাদ 
মানুযষি বনযিি স্বাযথশ িযিহাযিি ও নভাযগি িনয প্রকৃব ি উপি মানিক ৃশ েযক 
অনুযমাদন কযি। পক্ষান্তযি অ-মানিযকবিক ম িাদ নকিল মানুষ নয়, িিং 
মানুষসহ অ-মানি প্রাণী এিং প্রাকৃব ক সত্তাযক দ্বনব ক িগয ি সদসয বহযসযি 
মযন কযি। এ ম ানুসাযি মানুষ প্রকৃব ি অনযানয উপাদাযনি নযায় একিন 
সদসযমাত্র। অযনক পবিযির্ দার্শবনক ি শ মান পবিযির্ সংকযটি িনয 
মানিযকবিক ািাদী দষৃ্টিভবিযক দায়ী কযিন। মানিযকবিক ািাযদি এ ধিযনি 
দষৃ্টিভবিযক খন্ডযনি িনয আমাযদি এ প্রযচষ্টা। মানিযকবিক ািাদ বিবভন্ন অযথশ 
িযিহৃ  হয  পাযি। এি মযধয সিল ও দিুশল অযথশ মানিযকবিক ািাদ অনয ম। 
আমিা এ গযিষণা বনিযন্ধ নদখাযনাি নচষ্টা কিি ন  মানিযকবিক ািাযদি বিবভন্ন 
অযথশি মযধয সিল অযথশ মানিযকবিক ািাদ পবিযির্ িক্ষাি নক্ষযত্র হুমবকস্বরূপ 
হয  পাযি বকন্তু দিুশল অযথশ মানিযকবিক ািাদ পবিযির্ িক্ষায় এিং এ পৃবথিীযক 
ি শ মান ও ভবিষযৎ প্রিযেি িনয িাসয াগয কিাি নক্ষযত্র  যথষ্ট ইব িাচক ভূবমকা 
পালন কিয  পাযি।  
     পবিযির্ ও মানি িীিন একই সূযত্র আিদ্ধ। পবিযির্ বনযয় বচন্তাভািনা 
প্রাচীনকাল নথযকই িযয়যি। িলা ন য  পাযি, মানুষ ও পবিযিযর্ি মধযকাি 
বমথবিয়া সম্পকশ  প্রথম পবিলবক্ষ  হয় সা  লক্ষ িিি আযগ  খন আমাযদি 
পূিশপুরুযষিা আগুযনি িযিহাি শুরু কযি। একটু গভীিভাযি লক্ষয কিযল নদখা 
 াযি ন , পৃবথিীি সি প্রাচীন সভয া, প্রাচীন গ্রন্থ (সাবহ য, ধমশগ্রন্থ) বিজ্ঞান, দর্শন, 
বচত্রকলা ই যাবদ বচন্তাভািনায় পবিযির্ সম্পর্কি  বিষয়গুযলা আযলাবচ  বিল। 
প্রাচীন নিদ, উপবনষদ, নকািআন, িাইযিযলি ম  ধমশগ্রন্থ, বিবভন্ন সাবহব যক ন মন- 
িিীিনাথ, কাবলদাস, নহামাি, কনফুবসয়াযসি িাণীয , এবিেটযলি িােবচন্তা, 
বলওনাযদশ া দা বভবিি বিজ্ঞান নচ নায়, আল-নিরুণীি প শাযলাচনায় পবিযির্ ও 
মানুযষি কথা, পবিযিযর্ি প্রব  মানুযষি দাবয়যেি কথা িািিাি উযে এযসযি।  যি 
পবিযির্ ও মানুযষি বিস্তাি ও প্র বুক্তগ  উন্নয়যনি ফযল মানুষ পবিযির্ বনযয় 
ন ুন কযি ভািযি,  া আযগ ভািা হয়বন। ি শ মাযন পবিযিযর্ি সমসযা প্রকট নথযক 
প্রকট ি হযি বিধায়  া নমাকাযিলায় প্রযয়ািনীয় পদযক্ষপ গ্রহযণ মানুযষি 
সযচ ন া িৃবদ্ধ পাযি। মানুষ নি যচ আযি পবিযিযর্ি নকাযল বনযিযক সমপশণ 
কযি। পবিযির্ মানুযষি নমৌবলক উপাদান ও চাবহদা বনধশািণসহ সি ধিযণি চাবহদা 
পূিণ কযি। আমাযদি মূল িীিনিক্ষাকািী উপাদান আমিা পবিযির্ নথযক নপযয় 
থাবক। ন মন: শ্বাস-প্রশ্বাযসি িনয িায়ু (অবিযিন), পান কিাি িনয িল, খাদয, 
ঔষধ, িস্ত্র, িাসস্থান, ভূবম ই যাবদ। সৃষ্টিি ঊষালি নথযক এ পবিযিযর্ মানুষসহ 
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অনযানয িীিমণ্ডল বনযিযদিযক খাপ খাইযয় নি যচ আযি।  যি কাযিা কাযিা ময  
মানুষই হযি প্রকৃব ি নেষ্ঠ িীি।  াি িবুদ্ধিৃবত্ত অনযানয প্রাণীযদি নথযক উচ্চ ি 
িযল মযন কিা হয়। মানুযষি আবিভশ াযিি সযি সযি  াযদও কমশকাযন্ডি ফলস্বরুপ 
পৃবথিীি নচহািাও িদলায  থাযক। প্রাচীনকাযল প্রাকৃব ক পবিযিযর্ি সাযথ মানুযষি 
সম্পকশ  িাস্তুবিদযাি বনয়যম পবিচাবল  হয া। বকন্তু মানুযষি িুবদ্ধবভবত্তক ক্ষম াি 
উৎকষশ াি কািযণ ধীযি ধীযি প্রাকৃব ক পবিযির্যক বনযিি ইযিম  পবিি শ ন 
কযি।  াি কািযণ মানুষ পবিযিযর্ি অনযানয উপাদান নথযক আলাদা হযয়  ায়। 
মানুষ পবিযিযর্ি একটি প্রভাির্ালী প্রাকৃব ক উপাদান হযয় উযে। নস  াি বনযিি 
প্রযয়ািযন প্রাকৃব ক পবিযির্যক পবিি শ ন কযি বনযিি প্রভাি বিস্তাি কিয  
থাযক। এবদক নথযক বিযিচনা কিযল এটাই িলা  ায় ন , মানিসভয াি ইব হাস 
মূল  মানুযষি িািা প্রাকৃব ক পবিযিযর্ি উপি প্রভাি বিস্তাযিি ইব হাস।  াই 
একথা িলযলও ভুল হযি না ন , আবদকাল নথযকই মানুষ প্রকৃব ি সাযথ 
সুবিযিচনাপ্রসূ  আচিণ কযিবন। প্রকৃব যক ইযিম  িযিহাি কযিযি।  াি ফযল 
প্রকৃব য  এি বিরূপ প্রব বক্রয়া সৃষ্টি হযয়যি।  
     পবিযির্গ  সমসযা হল ি শ মান বিযশ্ব বিিািমান বিবভন্ন সমসযাি মযধয 
অনয ম প্রধান সামাবিক সমসযা। কযয়ক দর্ক পূযিশও পবিযির্যকবিক ধািণাটি 
বিল মূল  পবিযির্ বিজ্ঞানীযদি নকৌ ূহল এিং গযিষণাি বিষয়। বকন্তু আি আি 
বিষয়টি শুধু পবিযির্ বিজ্ঞানীযদি মযধয সীমািদ্ধ ননই। এটা এখন সমস্ত নেণীি 
মানুযষি উযিযগি বিষয় হযয় উযেযি। বিংর্ র্ যকি ষাযটি দর্যকি নগাডায   খন 
পবিযির্ সমসযা ন মন একটা পবিবচ  বিষয় হযয় ওযেবন নসই সময় প্রিাব ি 
বিলুবিি িাসয়বনক পদাথশ িযিহাি সম্পর্কি  বিষয় বনযয় নলখা িীিবিজ্ঞানী 
ি যাযচল কািসন এি ‘Silent Spring’ নামক  ুগান্তকািী গ্রন্থটি আযমবিকা  থা 
নগাটা বিযশ্ব  যথষ্ট আযলাডন সৃষ্টি কযিবিল। কািসন অ যন্ত দঢ়ৃ াি সাযথ িলাি 
নচষ্টা কযিবিযলন ন , বিবভন্ন কীটনার্ক ও আগািানার্যকি বিযর্ষ  DDT এি 
 যথষ্ট িযিহাি পবিযির্যক দবূষ  কযি  ুলযি এিং পৃবথিীি সমস্ত প্রাণীি িসিাযসি 
অয াগয কযি  ুলযি। ব বন বিযর্ষ কযি ঈগল পাখী বিলুি হওয়াি নপিযন DDT 
এি িযিহািযকই দায়ী কযিবিযলন। ি শ মান পৃবথিী পবিযির্গ  সংকযট িিশ বি । 
ন  পবিযিযর্ি উপি বনভশি কযি মানুষ হািাি হািাি িিি ধযি নি যচ আযি নস 
পবিযির্ আি বিপ শস্ত। মানুযষি নানাবিধ কমশকাযন্ডি ফযল পবিযিযর্ি ওপি চাপ 
িৃবদ্ধ পাযি। ফযল পবিযির্ ক্রমর্ অিনব ি বদযক ধাবি  হযি। ভূ-পৃযষ্ঠি উষ্ণ া 
িৃবদ্ধ, ওযিান স্তযিি হ্রাস, িলিায়ুি পবিি শ ন, িীিমণ্ডযলি পবিি শ ন, 
িীিদ্বিবচযত্রযি বিলবুি, িনািল হ্রাস, মাটি ক্ষয়, সমুদ্রপৃযষ্ঠি উচ্চ া িৃবদ্ধ ই যাবদ 
পবিযির্গ  সংকযটি সৃষ্টি হযি এিং ফলস্বরূপ প্রাকৃব ক সম্পদ হ্রাস পাযি ও এ 
পৃবথিী িসিাযসি অনুযপায াগী হযয় পডযি। এ নথযক পবিত্রাযণি িনয বিজ্ঞানীযদি 
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পার্াপাবর্ দার্শবনকগণও সযচ ন হযিন। এ সযচ ন ায় ন  দার্শবনক প্রব বক্রয়াি 
সৃষ্টি  া নথযকই মূল  পবিযির্ দর্শন িা পবিযির্ নীব বিদযাি িে।  
           পবিযির্ নীব বিদযাি স্বরূপ িানয  হযল প্রথযম আমাযদিযক িানয  হযি 
পবিযির্ বক এিং নীব বিদযা িলয  বক নিািায়।  ািপি পবিযির্ নীব বিদযা বক  া 
িযাখযা কিা হযি। পবিযির্ িলয  মানুষ, অনযানয িীিন্ত প্রাণী, উবদ্ভদ, িড পদাথশ 
এিং অনযানয বিযর্ষ বিষযয়ি সমষ্টিগ  অিস্থাযক িুিায়, ন খাযন িীিন্ত প্রাণী এিং 
উবদ্ভযদি িীিন-চক্র পবিচালনাি িনয িল, খাদয, সূয শি আযলা সিবকিুই 
বিদযমান। পবিযিযর্ি মযধয িীিনধািণকািী এিং িীিন পবিচালনাকািী অনযানয 
সকল র্ শ ািবল ন মন- িসিাযসি স্থান, পবিিহন িযিস্থা, আযলা,  াপমাত্রা, বিদযুৎ 
ই যাবদ অন্তভূশক্ত। অনযভাযি িলা  ায়, িীি ও িড পদাথশ বনযয় পবিযির্ গবে । 
এটি িীিন্ত প্রিাব ি টিযক থাকাি িনয এিং  াযদি সার্িিক উন্নয়যনি িনয 
উপ ুক্ত পবিযির্ সৃষ্টি কযি। আিও বিবভন্নভাযি পবিযির্যক সংজ্ঞাবয়  কিা  ায়। 
ন মন: ১. মানুষ এিং  াি চািপাযর্ি সকল সামাবিক, অথশদ্বনব ক, দ্বিবিক, 
নভৌ  এিং িাসায়বনক বিষয়ািবলি সমষ্টিযক পবিযির্ িযল। ২. নকাযনা িীযিি 
চািপাযর্ি অিস্থানকািী িীবি  ও িড উপাদানগুযলা এিং এযদি বমবল  সি 
িকযমি প্রভাি ও েটনা প্রিাযহি সামবগ্রক অিস্থাযক পবিযির্ িযল। ৩. পবিযির্ 
হযি র্ািীবিক, মানবসক ও িীি- দ্বিি উপাদাযনি মযধয বমথবিয়া ও গযিষণাি 
ফলাফল অধযয়ন । পবিযির্ নীব বিদযা সম্পর্কি  আযলাচনা শুরু কিাি পূযিশ 
নীব বিদযা সম্পযকশ  আযলাকপা  কিা  াক। নীব বিদযা মানুযষি আচিণ সম্পকীয় 
বিজ্ঞান। আচিযণি ভাল-মদ, ঔবচ য অযনৌবচ য এগুযলা নীব বিদযাি বিচা শ 
বিষয়। মানুযষি বক্রয়া সমষ্টিযক আচিণ িযল।  যি নীব বিদযায় মানুযষি আচিণ 
িলয  ঐবিক বক্রয়া ও অভযাসিা  বক্রয়াযক িুিায়। সু িাং দর্শযনি ন  র্াখা 
মানুযষি আচিণ িা ঐবিক বক্রয়ায় দ্বনব ক মূলয বিচাি কযি ন  বিজ্ঞান  াই 
নীব বিদযা। নীব বিদযাযক Moral Philosophy িা নীব  দর্শনও িলা হয়। 
নীব বিদযাি সংজ্ঞা বদয  বগযয় উইবলয়াম বলবল িযলন, নীব বিদযা হযি সমাযি 
িসিাসকািী মানুযষি আচিণ সম্পর্কি  আদর্শবনষ্ট বিজ্ঞান, ন  বিজ্ঞান মানুযষি 
আচিণযক উবচ  বক অনুবচ , ভাযলা বক মদ িা অনুরূপভাযি বিচাি কযি। 
সমকালীন দার্শবনকযদি পদ্ধব গ  পদ প্রযয়াগ কযি নীব বিদযাি সংজ্ঞাি ন ুন 
সূত্রায়ন এভাযি কিা হয়, নীব বিদযা আচিণ সম্পকীয় বিজ্ঞান। গভীিভাযি 
বিযেষণ কিযল নদখা  ায় ন , বিংর্ র্ াব্দীি প্রায় মধযভাগ প শন্ত দর্শযন নীব বিদযা 
িলয   া নিািাযনা হযয়যি  া প্রধান  মানুষযকবিক। নকননা, নসখাযন নকিল 
মানুযষি প্রব  মানুযষি আচিণ নকমন হওয়া উবচ   াই নীব বিদযাি আযলাচয 
বিষয় বিল। অথশাৎ নস সময় নীব বিদযাি সাযথ মানুযষি স্বাথশ আিবর্যকভাযি 
িবড  বিল।  যি এ নীব বিদযা অ-মানি প্রাণী ও প্রাকৃব ক সত্তাি মূলযযক 
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এযকিাযিই অস্বীকাি কযি না। িিং  ািা মযন কযি ন  এগুযলাি মূলয অির্যই 
আযি এিং  া নকিল মানুযষি মূযলযি নপ্রবক্ষয  বনধশাবি  হযি। অথশাৎ মানুষ  াি 
প্রযয়ািযন অ-মানি প্রাণী ও প্রাকৃব ক সত্তাযক িযিহাি কিযি।  বদও ধািণা কিা 
হয় ন , সনা নী নীব বিদযায় মানুষযক বনর্িিচাযি প্রকৃব  ধ্বংস কিয  উৎসাহ বদযয় 
মানুষ-নকবিক দষৃ্টিভবিি প্রব ফলন েটায়। বকন্তু লক্ষয কিযল নদখা  ায় ন , 
ি শ মাযন একদল মানিযকবিক পবিযির্ দার্শবনকযদি মযধয এি বিপিী  দষৃ্টিভবি 
পবিলবক্ষ  হয়। এ ধিযণি দার্শবনকিা মযন কযিন ন , মানুযষি প্রযয়ািযনই 
পবিযির্যক ধ্বংস কিযল, প্র ুবক্তগ  উন্নয়যনি মাধযযম পবিযির্ দূষণ কিযল 
িাস্তু াবন্ত্রক ভািসাময নষ্ট হযি  া প্রকািান্তযি মানুযষিই ক্ষব  হযি।  াই এই ধিযনি 
নীব বিদযাি সমথশকগণ প্রকৃব  ধ্বংস নয় িিং মানুযষি কা শকলাযপি বনয়ন্ত্রযণি 
কথা িলযিন। এটা স য ন  মানুযষি আচিণ শুধু সমাযি িসিাসকািী অনযানয 
মানুযষি মযধযই সীমািদ্ধ থাযক না। নস ন  পবিযিযর্ িসিাস কযি নস পবিযিযর্ি 
নানা উপকিযণি সাযথও  াযক নানা িকম আচিণ কিয  হয়। সমাযি 
িসিাসকািী মানুযষি কলযাযণ দ্বনব ক নীব মালা দ্ব বিই হল নীব বিদযাি লক্ষয। 
িস্তু  মানুযষি িীিযন পবিযিযর্ি এসকল উপকিযণি মূলয অপবিসীম। এ মূলয 
বনরূপযণি িযনযই সাম্প্রব ককাযল সৃষ্টি হযয়যি পবিযির্ নীব বিদযা। পবিযিযর্ি 
প্রব  মানুযষি আচিযণি মূলযায়নই এ নীব বিদযাি দ্বিবর্ষ্টয।  
       ‘Environmental Ethics’ হযলা পবিযির্ নীব বিদযাি ইংযিবি প্রব র্ব্দ । 
এটি মূল : িযিহাবিক িা প্রাযয়াবগক নীব বিদযাি একটি ন ুন বিষয়গুযলাি মযধয 
দ্বনব ক সম্পকশ , মূলয ও দ্বনব ক অিস্থান বনযয় আযলাচনা কযি। এ র্াস্ত্র 
নীব বিদযাি গ ানুগব ক মানিবভবত্তক আযলাচনাি পার্াপাবর্ অ-মানি সত্তা 
বনযয়ও অধযয়ন কযি। পবিযির্ নীব বিদযাি সংজ্ঞা মূল  মানুষ এিং প্রাকৃব ক 
পবিযিযর্ি মধযকাি ন  একটি দ্বনব ক সম্পকশ  িযয়যি  াি উপিই বনভশি কযি। 
এটি মূল  পবিযির্ সুিক্ষাি িনয ন  দ্বনব ক িাধযিাধক াগুযলা িযয়যি  াযক 
নকি কযি গযড উযেযি। পূযিশই উযিখ কিা হযয়যি ন  মানুষ পবিযিযর্ি একটি 
অবিযিদয অংর্। আি পবিযির্ নীব বিদযা পবিযিযর্ি প্রব  মানুযষি ন  নীব যিাধ 
এিং দ্বনব ক িাধযিাধক াগুযলা িযয়যি  া বচবি  কিয  সহায় া কযি। এটি 
এমন স যযক  ুযল ধযি ন , পৃবথিীি সকল ধিযণি িীিিগয ি িীিনধািযণি ও 
িংর্বিস্তাযিি অবধকাি িযয়যি। বকন্তু প্রকৃব  ধ্বংযসি মাধযযম আমিা এ স যযক 
অস্বীকাি কবি  া অনবভযপ্র  এিং অদ্বনব ক। খাদযর্ৃঙ্খ্ল স্পষ্টভাযি ইবি  নদয় 
ন , মানুষ, উবদ্ভদ, প্রাণী এিং অনযানয প্রাকৃব ক সম্পদ এযক অপযিি সাযথ 
েবনষ্টভাযি সম্পর্কি । প্রকৃ পযক্ষ পবিযির্ নীব বিদযাি সযন্তাষিনক সংজ্ঞা নদওয়া 
সহিসাধয নয়। কািণ দ্বিবচত্রযময় এ পৃবথিীি দ্বনব ক নপ্রক্ষাপট খুি সহযি িযাখযা 
কিা দরুূহ কাি। নীব বিদযায় অসংখয দ্বনব ক মানদন্ড িযয়যি। পবিযির্যকবিক 
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আযলাচনায় এসকল মানদন্ডযক সবেকভাযি িযিহাি কিা সহি িযাপাি নয়। 
নমাটকথা পবিযির্ নীব বিদযা হল পবিযির্ ও দ্বনব ক াি একটি সমবন্ব  
প শাযলাচনা। ি শ মাযন দর্শযনি আও ায় পবিযির্যকবিক আযলাচনাযক প্রাধানয 
নদওয়া হযি। এ নক্ষযত্র বিবভন্নভাযি পবিযির্ বনযয় আযলাচনা কিা  ায়। ন মন- 
অবধবিদযক, মূলযবিদযক, জ্ঞানবিদযক, নীব বিদযক ই যাবদ। অবধবিদযক বদক নথযক 
পবিযির্ নীব বিদযা মানি সংসৃ্কব  এিং প্রকৃব ি মধযকাি িাস্তি স্বা ন্ত্রযযযক িযাখযা 
কযি। এখাযন অবধবিদযক প্রশ্ন হযলা : মানুষ বক প্রকৃব ি অংর্? মূলযবিদযক বদক 
নথযক পবিযির্ নীব বিদযায় আযলাচনা কিা হয় মানুষ স্ব :মূযলযি অবধকািী নাবক 
অ-মানি প্রাণী ও প্রকৃব  স্ব ঃমূযলযি অবধকািী। পবিযির্ নীব বিদযা জ্ঞানবিদযক 
বিষয় বনযয়ও আযলাচনা কযি। ন মন:- একিন বকভাযি িানয  পাযি ন  মানুষ 
এিং প্রকৃব ি সম্পকশ  বক এিং প্রকৃব ি বনযিি বক মূলয আযি? নীব বিদযাি বদক 
নথযক স্পষ্ট ই পবিযির্ নীব বিদযা দ্বনব ক িাধযিাধক াগুবল বিযিচনা কযি। 
ন মন: অ-মানি প্রকৃব ি প্রব  মানুযষি দ্বনব ক িাধযিাধক া বক িযয়যি? ি শ মান 
গযিষণায় আমাযদি আযলাচনাি পবিসি মূলযবিদযা ও নীব বিদযাযকবিক।              
       ১৯৪৯ সাযল আযমবিকাি িীিবিদ অযালযডা বলওযপাল্ড   াি “The Land 
Ethics” প্রিযন্ধ পবিযির্ সম্পর্কি  দার্শবনক আযলাচনাি সূত্রপা  কযিন। উক্ত 
প্রিযন্ধ ব বন ভূ-নীব বিদযা নামক এক ন ুনধিযণি নীব বিদযাি প্রস্তাি নদন এিং এ 
প্রস্তাযিি মাধযযমই পযিাক্ষভাযি পবিযির্ নীব বিদযাি সূত্রপা  েযট।  যি উযিখয 
ন , প্রিন্ধটি প্রকাযর্ি বত্রর্ িিি পি বিষয়টি পবিযির্ নীব বিদযা বহযসযি পবিবচব  
লাভ কযি। মূল ঃ এিনযই বলওযপাল্ডযক পবিযির্ নীব বিদযাি িনক িলা হয়। 
 যি  াযক পবিযির্ নীব বিদযাি িনক িলা হযলও পবিযির্ নীব বিদযা' র্ব্দগুযলা 
প্রথম িযিহাি কযিন নথশ নটিাস বিশ্ববিদযালযয়ি দর্শযনি অধযাপক ও পবিযির্ 
দার্শবনক ইউবিন বস. হািপ্রভ। ব বন   াি ‘Environmental Ethics’ নামক 
িানশাযল ১৯৭৯ সাযল  া প্রকার্ কযিন। এ প্রসযি হািগ্রড িযলন ন , পবিযির্ 
নীব বিদযাি নাম পবিযির্ দর্শন হযল আিও  থাথশ হয া। বকন্তু দভুশ াগযির্  আমাি 
িানশাযলি নাযমই এ বিষয়টিি নামকিণ কিা হয়। আমাি িানশাযলি নাম পবিযির্ 
দর্শন বিল না, বিল পবিযির্ নীব বিদযা। আবম িানশাযলি এিকম নাম িাবখ মূল  
দ্বনব ক মূযলযি উপি গুরুে প্রদান, সুবনর্দিষ্টভাযি পবিযির্ বনযয় দ্বনব ক 
আযলাচনামূলক নলখা প্রকার্ কিাি িনয এিং বিজ্ঞাযনি দর্শনবিষয়ক প্রিন্ধ 
প্রকার্যক বনরুৎসাবহ  কিাি িনয।' পিি ীয  ধীযি ধীযি পবিযির্ নীব বিদযা 
বিকার্ লাভ কিয  থাযক। ন যহ ু পবিযির্ নীব বিদযা মানুষ ও অ-মানি প্রাকৃব ক 
সত্তাি মধযকাি দ্বনব ক সম্পকশ  বনযয় পদ্ধব গ  আযলাচনা কযি  াই পবিযির্গ  
সুিক্ষাি িনয ন  দ্বনব ক িাধযিাধক াগুযলা িযয়যি নসগুযলাযক নকি কযি এটি 
গযড ওযে। পবিযির্ সংকট নমাকাযিলা কযি বনিাপদ ও সুিবক্ষ  পবিযির্ বনবশ্চ  
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কিাি িনয পবিযির্ নীব বিদযাি গুরুে িযয়যি। ি শ মান বিযশ্ব বিজ্ঞাযনি 
প্র ুবক্তগ  আবিষ্কাযিি প্রসািণ, বর্ল্পায়ন ও িনসংখযাি দ্রু  িৃবদ্ধি ফযল 
ওিনস্তযিি ক্ষয়, িীি-মন্ডযলি পবিি শ ন, ভূ-পৃযষ্ঠি উষ্ণ া িৃবদ্ধ ই যাবদ 
পবিযির্গ  সংকযটি সৃষ্টি হযি এিং ফলশ্রুব য  প্রাকৃব ক সম্পদ হ্রাস পাযি ও 
এ পৃবথিী িসিাযসি অনুযপায াগী হযয় পডযি। এ নথযক পবিত্রাযণি িনয 
বিজ্ঞানীযদি পার্াপাবর্ দার্শবনকগণও ক গুযলা দ্বনব ক নীব মালা প্রনয়ণ কযিন। 
এ নীব মালাগুযলা িাস্তিায়যনি মাধযযম পবিযির্ সুিক্ষায় বিযর্ষ ভূবমকা পালন 
কিা  ায়। ধবিত্রীি িুযক টিযক থাকয  হযল পবিযিযর্ি সাযথ আমাযদি কা শাবদ 
পবিকল্পনাবভবত্তক হয  হযি। পবিযির্ নীব বিদযা পবিযিযর্ি প্রব  মানুযষি ন  
নীব যিাধ এিং দ্বনব ক িাধযিাধক াগুযলা িযয়যি  া বচবি  কযি কা শািলী 
পবিকল্পনা অনু ায়ী সম্পাদন কিয । 
       ন  নকান সাধািণ মানুষযক  বদ বিজ্ঞাসা কিা হয় ন  বক উযেযর্য সিবকিু 
অবস্তের্ীল? বনঃসযদযহ উত্তি হযি সকল বকিু আমাযদি িযবক্তগ  িযিহাি এিং 
স্বািদযবিধাযনি িনয সৃষ্টি হযয়যি। সংযক্ষযপ সকল িস্ত্র মানিিাব যক বিযর্ষ 
সুবিধা নদওয়াি উযেযর্য দ্ব িী হযয়যি।  াই মানিিাব ি অবধকাংর্ই  াযদি 
চািপাযর্ি অসংখয বিষয়িস্তু বনযিযদি উন্নয়ন সাধযনি িনয িযিহাি কযি। 
পবিযির্ নীব বিদযা এ ধিযণি বচন্তাভািনা বনযয়ই  াত্রা শুরু কযি  া বিল মূল  
মানিযকবিক। মানিযকবিক ািাযদি ধািণা মূল ঃ নমযসাপযটবময়া নথযক শুরু 
হয়। অযনক নীব বিদ মানিযকবিক ািাযদি বর্কড খু যি নপযয়যিন িযুডা 
বক্রবশ্চয়ান িাইযিযলি সৃষ্টি যত্ত্ব। সাধািণভাযি মানিযকবিক িলয  মানুষ-
নকবিকযক িুিায়। আি মানিযকবিক া অনুসাযি মানুষ হযলা পৃবথিীয  সিযচযয় 
গুরুেপূণশ প্রিাব  এিং  ািা অনযসি প্রাণীি নচযয় উচ্চ ি। সু িাং ন  ম িাদ 
মযন কযি মানুষ বিযশ্বি নকিবিদ,ু িগয ি সিবকিু  াি িনযই সৃষ্টি কিা হযয়যি, 
নসই ম িাদযক মানিযকবিক ািাদ িযল। অিযফাডশ  ইংবলর্ বডকর্নাবি 
মানিযকবিক ািাদযক সংজ্ঞাবয়  কযিযি এভাযি- মানুষ সকল বকিুি নকিস্থল। 
সু িাং এটি মানুষ-নকবিক া (Human Centered) বহযসযিও পবিবচব । 
মানিযকবিক ম িাযদি নকিবিদ ু হল মানুষ এিং  াযদি স্বাথশ। এ ম িাদ 
অনুসাযি সকল পবিযির্গ  বিষয়গুযলা মানুযষি স্বাযথশি বিযিচনায় িাখা উবচ  
এিং সমস্ত পবিযির্ নীব মালাগুবল বকভাযি মানুষযক প্রভাবি  কযি  াি বভবত্তয ই 
মূলযায়ন কিা উবচ । উবদ্ভদ এিং প্রাণীসহ অ-মানি প্রাকৃব ক সত্তা নকিল মানুযষি 
উযের্য সংিক্ষযণি িনয বিদযমান। ন যহ ু নকিল মানুযষিই  ুবক্তি ক্ষম া িযয়যি, 
নকিল  াযদি দ্বনব ক বচন্তা আযি  াই মানুযষি স্বাযথশি নক্ষযত্র পবিযির্যক উপকিণ 
বহযসযি মূলযিান মযন কিা হয়। এ ম িাযদ ভাল-মযদি একমাত্র মাপকাবে বহযসযি 
মানুযষি স্বাথশযক বিযিচনা কিা হয়। এটি আিও বিশ্বাস কযি ন , মানুযষি ন  
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সক্ষম াগুযলা অ-মানি প্রাকৃব ক সত্তাি মযধয ননই  া অ-মানযিি ন  
সক্ষম াগুযলা মানুযষি মযধয ননই  াি নচযয় মূলযিান । দার্শবনক বদক নথযক 
মানিযকবিক ািাদ হল দ্বনব ক নীব মালাগুবল নকিল মানুযষি নক্ষযত্রই প্রয ািয 
এিং মানুযষি চাবহদা এিং স্বাযথশিই উচ্চ ি মূলয আযি এমনবক এটি িযব ক্রম, 
মূলযিান এিং গুরুেপূণশ। এনসাইযক্লাবপবডয়া বব্রটাবনকামানিযকবিক ািাদযক 
সংজ্ঞাবয়  কযিযি এভাযি - দার্শবনক দষৃ্টিভবি অনুসাযি মানুষ বিযশ্বি নকিীয় িা 
সিশাবধক গুরুেপূণশ সত্তা। উযিখ কিা  ায় ন , এটি অযনক পবশ্চমা ধমশ ও দর্শযন 
একটি নমৌবলক বিশ্বাস বহযসযি অন্তভূশক্ত।  
       অমানিযকবিক ািাদ মানুষযক প্রকৃব  নথযক পৃথক এিং উচ্চ ি বহসাযি 
বিযিচনা কযি এিং ধযি ননয় ন , মানি িীিযনি স্ব ঃমূলয আযি এিং প্রকৃব ি 
অনযানয অ-মানি প্রাকৃব ক সত্তাসমূহ (প্রাণী, উবদ্ভদ, খবনি সম্পদ ই যাবদ) 
মানিিাব ি সুবিধাযথশ কাযি লাগাযনা ন য  পাযি এিং এটি সমথশনয াগয। 
মানিযকবিক দ্বনব ক দষৃ্টিভবি অনুসাযি পবিযির্গ  নীব  বনধশািযণি একটি 
উযিখয াগয েটনা িযয়যি। এ েটনাটি অযিবলয়াি বিখযা  কাকাডু নযার্নাল পাকশ  
এি খনন বি কশ ? নাযম পবিবচ । এ পাকশ টিয  িীিদ্বিবচত্রয ধািণ কিাি ময া নির্ 
বকিু দ্বিবর্ষ্টয িযয়যি। ন মন: পাকশ টি িৃক্ষময় অসম ল িনভূবম, িলাভূবম ও নািয 
খাল িািা পবিযিষ্টি । এখাযন এমন বকিু দলুশভ প্রাণী িযয়যি  া অনয নকাথাও 
পাওয়া  ায় না। পাকশ টিি ভূ-গযভশ অ যন্ত মূলযিান খবনি সম্পদ ন মন: প্লাটিনাম, 
পযাযলবডয়াম ও ইউযিবনয়াম িযয়যি।  ািাডা পাকশ টি িাওবয়ন আবদিাসীযদি 
বনকট আধযাবত্মক  াৎপ শ িহন কযি। এিাডা এি নদন াবত্ত্বক নসৌদ শও 
অ ুলনীয় এিং সিবকিু বমযল কাকাডুি প্রাকৃব ক মূলয অিণশনীয়। কাকাডুি ভূ-
গযভশ ন সকল খবনি সম্পদ িযয়যি নসগুযলাি অথশদ্বনব ক মূলযও অযনক। এ 
খবনি সম্পদ বিক্রয় কযি অথশদ্বনব কভাযি লাভিান হওয়া  াযি। আিাি কাকাডুি 
নদন াবত্ত্বক নসৌদ শ, িাস্তুবিদযাগ   াৎপ শ ও আধযাবত্মক মূলয অপবিসীম। 
ইয ামযধয কাকাডু নথযক খবনি সম্পদ আহিণ কিাি উযদযাগ ননয়া হযল  ুমুল 
বি যকশ ি সৃষ্টি হয়। বি যকশ ি মূল বিষয় হল, কাকাডুয  খননকা শ পবিচালনা 
দ্বনব কভাযি সমথশনয াগয বকনা? এি উত্তযি ভূ- ত্ত্ববিদ, িীিবিদ, পবিযির্বিদিা 
দইুটি দযল বিভক্ত হযয় পযডন। একদল খবনি সম্পদ আহিণযক দ্বনব কভাযি 
সমথশনয াগয মযন কযিন এিং অনযদল খবনি সম্পদ আহিণযক অসমথশন কযিন। 
প্রথম দযলি ভাষযময , খবনি সম্পদ আহিযণি মাধযযম আর্থিকভাযি লাভিান 
হওয়া  াযি। ফযল নদযর্ি মানুযষি িীিনমান অথশদ্বনব ক বদক নথযক সমৃদ্ধ ি 
হযি। অনযদল মযন কযিন ন  নকিল মানুযষি ভাল-মদ িািাই দ্বনব ক াি মানদন্ড 
বনধশািণ কিা  ায় না। অ-মানি প্রাকৃব ক সত্তাসমূযহি ভাযলামদযক দ্বনব ক াি 
মানদন্ড বহসাযি বনধশািণ কিয  হযি। এ বি যকশ ি নক্ষযত্র  ািা প্রথম দযলি সমথশক 
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 াযদিযক সাধািণ অযথশ মানিযকবিক ািাদী বহযসযি বচবি  কিা হয়।  ািা 
নকিল মানুষযকই দ্বনব ক বিযিচনাি ন াগয মযন কযি।  ািা অ-মানি প্রাকৃব ক 
সত্তাযক দ্বনব ক াি আও াভুক্ত নয় িযল দাবি কযি ।  াই  ািা মানুযষি 
প্রযয়ািযন কাকাডুি ভূ-গযভশ অিবস্থ  খবনি সম্পদ িযিহাি কিা দ্বনব ক বদক 
নথযক অনুযমাদনয াগয িযল মযন কযিন । উপযিি আযলাচনাি মূলকথা হযলা, 
মানিযকবিক ািাযদ নকিল মানুষই দ্বনব ক বিযিচনাধীন, মানুষ িয ী  অনয নকান 
বকিুি অবস্তে দ্বনব ক াি িগয  ননই। মানিযকবিক ািাযদি এ দষৃ্টিভবিটি মূল ঃ 
পাশ্চা য নীব বিদযাি গ ানুগব ক সংজ্ঞা নথযক উৎসাবি । গ ানুগব ক পাশ্চা য 
সনা নী নীব বিদযাি সংজ্ঞানুসাযি নীব বিদযা হল এমন একটি আদর্শবনষ্ট বিজ্ঞান  া 
সমাযি িাসিাসকািী মানুযষি আচিযণি নযায়-অনযায়, ভাল-মদ ই যাবদ মূলায়ন 
কযি। এ সংজ্ঞায় নকিল মানুযষি সাযথ মানুযষি আচিযণি দ্বনব ক সম্পযকশ ি কথা 
িলা হযয়যি। প্রকৃব ি অনযানয সত্তাসমূহ দ্বনব ক বিযিচনাি বিষয় নয়। লক্ষয 
কিযল নদখা  ায় পবিযির্ নীব বিদযায় মানিযকবিক র্ব্দটি বিবভন্ন অযথশ িযিহৃ  
হযয়যি। ফযল বিবভন্ন নক্ষযত্র মানিযকবিক ািাযদি অথশ বিভ্রাবন্ত পবিলবক্ষ  হয়। 
 াই মানিযকবিক ািাযদি বির্দ আযলাচনায়  াওয়াি পূযিশ এি বিবভন্ন অথশ 
সম্পযকশ  অিবহ  হওয়া আির্যক।  
 
'মানবম্করন্দ্রক' শম্ের অথশ :  
পবিযির্ নীব বিদযায় 'মানিযকবিক' র্যব্দি বিবভন্ন অথশ আযলাচনা কিা হযয়যি।" 
এগুযলা হল:  
১. স্ব ঃমূলয অযথশ মানিযকবিক া:  
২. দ্বনব ক াি উৎস অযথশ মানিযকবিক া;  
৩. দ্বনব ক াি বিষয়িস্তুি বদক নথযক মানিযকবিক া; ও  
৪. পবিযপ্রবক্ষ গ  মানিযকবিক া।  
 
‘মানবম্করন্দ্রকতা’‌শম্ের উপররউি চারটি অথশম্ক রনম্য বযাখযা করা েম্লাঃ  
 এই অযথশ মানিযকবিক া িলয  িুিায় একমাত্র মানুযষিই স্ব ঃমূলয িযয়যি। অ-
মানি প্রাকৃব ক সত্তাি নকান স্ব ঃমূলয ননই,  াযদি আযি িযিহাবিক মূলয। 
আযমবিকাি পবিযির্ নীব বিদ িন নিয়াডশ  কযাবলকটস্ব ঃমূলয অযথশ মানিযকবিক 
র্ব্দটি িযিহাি কযিন। ব বন   াি Non- Anthropocentric Value Theory 
and Environmental Ethics নামক প্রিযন্ধ এ প্রসযি আযলাচনা কযিন। 
কযাবলকযটি ময : মানিযকবিক মূলয ত্ত্ব সাধািণভাযি এ বিষযয় একম  নপাষণ 
কযি ন , নকিল মানুষই স্ব ঃমূযলয মূলযিান। মানুষ িয ী  সকল প্রকাযিি প্রাণী 
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এিং অনয সিবকিুি নকিল  ন্ত্র ুলয মূযলয মূলযিান। অথশাৎ কযাবলকযটি 
ম ানুসাযি মানিযকবিক া অনু ায়ী নকিল মানুযষি স্ব ঃমূলয িযয়যি।          
        ইউবিন বস হািাভ দ্বনব ক াি উৎযসি বদযক নথযক মানিযকবিক াি কথা 
িযলন। দ্বনব ক াি উৎস িলয  মূযলযি উৎপবত্তস্থলযক নিািাযনা হয়। 
গ ানুগব ক নীব বিদযায় দ্বনব ক াি উৎস িলয  মানুষযক িুিাযনা হযয়যি। 
নকননা  খন নকিল মানুযষি স্ব ঃমূলযযক স্বীকাি কিা হ । ইউবিন বস. হািাভ 
‘মানিযকবিক’ র্ব্দটিি মাযন ‘মানুযষি মূলযায়ন বনভশি’ িুবিযয়যিন।   াি ময  এি 
িািা মানুযষি নকিল স্ব ঃমূলয িযয়যি, মানুষই দ্বনব ক মূযলযি উৎপাদক িা 
আযিাপকািী, মানুষ  া বকিুযক দ্বনব ক মযন কযি মূলযায়ন কিযি  াই মূলযিান 
মযন কিয  হযি। মানুযষি উপি মূলয বনভশি কযি বিধায় এ অযথশ মানিযকবিক া 
হযলা বিষয়ীগ  অথশাৎ নসযক্ষযত্র িলা  ায়, ন  িগয  মানুযষি অবস্তে ননই নসই 
িগয  দ্বনব ক াও ননই।            
       িন ও বনল   াি “The Varieties of Intrinsic Value” নামক প্রিযন্ধ 
দ্বনব ক াি বিষয়িস্তুি বদক নথযক মানিযকবিক র্ব্দটি িযিহাি কযিন। লক্ষয 
কিযল নদখা  ায় কযাবলকট ‘মানিযকবিক’ র্ব্দটিযক স্ব ঃমূযলযি বদক নথযক 
বিযিচনা কযিযিন। ব বন িযলন, স্ব ঃমূলয হযলা অ-িযিহাবিক মূলয। বকন্তু 
পিি ীয  হািান্ড কযাবলকটযক সমাযলাচনা কযি িযলন, স্ব ঃমূলয িযিহাবিক 
বকংিা অ- িযিহাবিক উভয়ই হয  পাযি এিং দ্বনব ক াি উৎযসি বদক নথযক ব বন 
মানিযকবিক াযক বিষয়ীগ  অযথশ িযিহাি কযিন। আিািও ‘বনল হািাভযক 
সমাযলাচনা কযি িযলন’ মানিযকবিক বিষয়গ  হয  পাযি আিাি বিষয়ীগ ও 
হয  পাযি।   াি ময , দ্বনব ক া নকিল মানুযষি উপি প্রযয়াগ কিা  ায়। নকননা 
মানুষই দ্বনব ক বিযিচনাি আও াভুক্ত। মানুষ িয ী  অনয নকান সত্তাি দ্বনব ক 
মূলয ননই।  
         মানুযষি নপ্রক্ষাপট, দষৃ্টিভবি বকংিা অিস্থান নথযক নদখা হল পবিযপ্রবক্ষ  
বদক নথযক মানিযকবিক া। এ অযথশ মানিযকবিক িলয  িুিাযনা হযি মানুযষি 
পযক্ষ  াি বচন্তা-কাোযমাি িাবহযি বগযয় বচন্তা কিা সম্ভি নয়। মানুষ  খন বচন্তা কযি 
 খন  াি বনিস্ব বচন্তা কাোযমাি মযধয নথযকই বচন্তা কযি।  াি পযক্ষ এ অিস্থান 
অব ক্রম কিা সম্ভি নয়।  াই মানুযষি নক্ষযত্র পবিযপ্রবক্ষ গ  বদক মানিযকবিক 
দষৃ্টিভবিি অিস্থান দ্ব িী কযি। এটা মূল ঃ মানুযষি বচন্তা কাোযমািই একটি অংর্ 
 াি নকান বিকল্প ননই। R.E. Purser িযলন ন , মানিযকবিক াি নক্ষযত্র সমসযাি 
বিষয় খুি একটা ননই কািণ মানুযষি পযক্ষ বনযিযক  াযদি নপ্রবক্ষয  নকিবিদযু  
িাখা এযকিাযিই স্বাভাবিক মযন হয়। “ ািাডা Henryk Skolimowski   াি 
“The Dogma of Anti-Anthropocentrism and Ecophilosophy” 
নামক প্রিযন্ধ এ বিষযয় আযলাচনা কযিন। িস্তু  মানুষ  খন বচন্তা কযি  খন  াি 
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নদহ-মন-মবস্তযষ্কি গডন কাোযমা  াযক ন  ধিযণি বচন্তা কিয  িযল নস ধিযণি 
বচন্তাই নস কযি। এ গবন্ডি িাইযি  াওয়াি নকান সুয াগ মানুযষি ননই। 
       পবিযির্ নীব বিদযা ন  নমৌবলক প্রযশ্নি মুযখামুবখ হয়  া হল প্রাকৃব ক 
পবিযির্ সম্পযকশ  আমাযদি নকন িাধযিাধক া িযয়যি?  বদ উত্তিটি এভাযি হয় ন  
আমিা মানুষ বহযসযি আমাযদি িাধযিাধক া আযি  াহযলই  া মানিযকবিক 
বহসাযি গণয হযি। এক অযথশ সমস্ত নীব বিদযাযকই মানিযকবিক বহসাযি বিযিচনা 
কিা  ায়। নকননা, আমিা িাবন নকিল মানুষই দ্বনব ক বিষযয় বি কশ  কিয  পাযি 
এিং  াি প্রব ফলন েটায  পাযি।  যি পবিযির্ নীব বিদযায় 
মানিযকবিক ািাযদি অথশ সাধািণ  এি নচযয় নিবর্ বকিু নিািায়। মূল ঃ 
মানিযকবিক ািাদ এমন একটি দ্বনব ক কাোযমাযক নিািায়  া নকিল মানুষযকই 
দ্বনব ক অিস্থাযনি িনয স্বীকৃব  নদয়। সু িাং মানিযকবিক নীব বিদযা দাবি কিযি 
ন  নকিল মানুষই দ্বনব কভাযি  াযদি বনিস্ব বিযিচনায় বিযিবচ ।  াি অথশ 
আমিা পবিযিযর্ি সাযথ আমাযদি ন  সমস্ত প্র যক্ষ দ্বনব ক িাধযিাধক া অিশ ন 
কবি নসগুবল আমিা মানুষ হওয়াি কািযণই কযি থাবক। মুল ঃ পবিযপ্রবক্ষ গ  
মানিযকবিক ায় দ্বনব ক বচন্তা মানুযষি ন যকান বচন্তাি অপবিহা শ পূিশর্ শ  বহসাযি 
বিদযমান থাযক। হািগ্রড িযলন, মানুযষি পযক্ষ পবিযপ্রবক্ষ গ  মানিযকবিক াযক 
এবডযয়  াওয়া সম্ভি িযল মযন হয় না। মানুষ বহযসযি আমিা  খনই  া বকিুযক 
মূলয বদই সিবকিুই মানিযকবিক দষৃ্টিযকাণ নথযকই বদযয় থাবক। এমনবক আমিা 
 খন একটি িাদিু, একটি গাি বকংিা একটি পাহাযডি কথা বচন্তা কবি  খনও 
মানিযকবিক দষৃ্টিযকাণ নথযকই বিযশ্বি বদযক  াকাই।” এযক্ষযত্র নফি (Ferre) 
িযলন ন , মানুযষি মানুষ বহযসযি বচন্তা কিা িাডা উপায় ননই-  াযক ব বন 
পবিযপ্রবক্ষ গ  মানিযকবিক ািাদ িযল অবভবহ  কযিযিন।  
        মানিযকবিক ািাযদি িযিহাবিক মূলয মানুযষি মূলযায়যনি উপি 
বনভশির্ীল। এ ধিযণি মূলয মানুযষি উযের্য সাধযনি উপায় বহসাযি িযিহৃ  হয়। 
ন মন, নলািাইড মানুযষি উপকাযি আযস আিাি ক্ষব কিও িযট। মূল  
নলািাইযডি মূলয মানুযষি প্রযয়ািযন িযিহাি কিা হয়। এভাযি নলািাইডযক 
িযিহাবিক মূযলয মূলযাবয়  কিা হয়। মানুষ  াি প্রযয়ািনযিাযধ এি মলূয বনধশািণ 
কযি। উযিখয ন , মানুষ এ মূলযযক আবিষ্কাি কিযলও  া সৃষ্টি কযি না। নলািাইড 
কলযাণকি বকংিা ক্ষব কি হয  পাযি  া মানুযষি িানাি উপি বনভশি কযি না। 
পূযিশই িযলবি এ ধিযণি মূলয আমিা প্রকৃব য  নপযয় থাবক। এ নথযক প্র ীয়মান 
হয় ন  মানিযকবিক িযিহাবিক মলূযও অ- মানিযকবিক িযিহাবিক মূযলযি নযায় 
প্রকৃব য  পাওয়া  ায়। মানিিাব ি কলযাণই বক আমাযদি মূল লক্ষয হওয়া উবচ  
নাবক প্রকৃব ি প্রব ও আমাযদি দাবয়ে ও ক শ িয আযি। পবিযির্ নীব দার্শবনকগণ 
ি শ মাযন এ প্রশ্নগুযলাি নপ্রবক্ষয  দুটি প্রব বক্রয়ার্ীল দযল বিভক্ত। এযদি মযধয 
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একদল মানিযকবিক বহযসযি পবিবচ   ািা সমস্ত দ্বনব ক বিষয়যক মানুযষি 
স্বাযথশি বভবত্তয  নদযখ। অনযদল হল অ-মানিযকবিক  ািা নকিল মানুষ নয় িিং 
অ-মানি প্রাকৃব ক সত্তাসমূহযকও দ্বনব ক বদক নথযক বিযিচনা কযি। এ ম ানুসাযি 
প্রকৃব ি ক্ষুদ্র িযাকযটবিয়া নথযক শুরু কযি মহাসাগি প শন্ত সিবকিুি স্ব ঃমূলয 
আযি। প্রথমপক্ষ প্রকৃব ি উপযি মানুযষি আবধপ যযক নকিল িাস্তি াি বনবিযখ 
নয় িিং সভয াি আির্যক র্ শ  বহসাযি বিশ্বাস কযি চলযি। বি ীয়পক্ষ এ 
আবধপ যিাদীযদি আদর্শযক চযাযলি িানায় এিং প্রকৃব ি অবধকািযক মানুযষি 
বনয়ন্ত্রণ নথযক ি াচাযনাি উপি গুরুে আযিাপ কযি। এ বনিযন্ধ আমিা নদখাযনাি 
নচষ্টা কযিবি ন  মানুষ বহযসযি মানিযকবিক ািাদ সমথশন কিা ন ৌবক্তক ও 
িযিহাবিক প্রযয়ািনীয় া এিং নসটা সিল অযথশ নয় িিং দিুশল অযথশ। অথশাৎ সিল 
অযথশ মানিযকবিক ািাদ পবিযির্ িক্ষাি নক্ষযত্র হুমবকস্বরূপ হয  পাযি বকন্তু দিুশল 
অযথশ মানিযকবিক ািাদ পবিযির্ িক্ষায় এিং এ পৃবথিীযক ি শ মান ও ভবিষযৎ 
প্রিযেি িনয িাসয াগয কিাি নক্ষযত্র  যথষ্ট ইব িাচক ভূবমকা পালন কিয  
পাযি। সু িাং একথা িলা  ায় ন , এ গযিষণাপত্রটি সিল মানিযকবিক ািাযদি 
প্রব বক্রয়াস্বরূপ। এটি পবিযির্গ  মূলযযিাধযক উপলবি কিাি এমন একটি 
প্রব শ্রুব িদ্ধ উপায়  া প্রকৃব ি সাযথ মানুযষি সম্পযকশ ি অন্তর্নিবহ  মূলয স্থাপন 
কযি। এ ধিযণি পবিযির্ দ্বনব ক া একবদযক ন মন প্রকৃব ি উপয াবগ াযক 
প্রাধানয নদয় অনযবদযক প্রকৃব ি প্রব  নস্বিাচািী মূলযায়নযক এডায  পািযি  াি 
চূডান্ত পবিণব  হযি ি শ মান এিং ভবিষযৎ প্রিযেি িনয একটি িাসয াগয পৃবথিী।  
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CHAPTER: 17 

EMPOWERING MIND: 
UNVEILING THE 

TRANSFORMATIVE ROLE OF 
SOCIAL SCIENCES AND 

PHILOSOPHY IN EDUCATION 

Rana Gorai 

ABSTRACT: 

Social sciences and philosophy play a fundamental role in shaping the e�ucation system and guiding educational practices. The social sciences, which include fields such as sociology, psychology, anthropology, and economics, provide insights into how individuals and societies function, how they learn, and how they interact with their environment. By incorporating social science research into educational practices, educators can develop a deeper understanding of their students and create more effective teaching strategies. Philosophy, on the other hand, helps educators to examine the fundamental principles and values that underpin education. Philosophical inquiry can help educators to clarify their goals and objectives, to develop a deeper understanding of the purpose of education, and to determine the most effective ways to achieve those goals. Philosophical thinking can also encourage educators to critically cvaluate the assumptions and biases that underpin their own beliefs and practices. Together, social sciences and philosophy provide a rich and diverse set of tools and perspectives that can help educators to create more effective and equitable educational environments. By incorporating social science research and philosophical inquiry into their work, educators can develop a deeper understanding of their students, their own biases and assumptions, and the broader social and cultural contexts in which education takes place. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

Education is a multifaceted process that encompasses not only the 
acquisition of knowledge but also the development of critical 
thinking skills, social awareness, and ethical values. In this 
abstract, we explore the vital role that social science and 
philosophy play in shaping and enriching the educational 
experience. Social science provides a framework 
understanding human behavior, society, and the intricate dynamics 
that shape our world. By incorporating social science disciplines 
such as sociology, psychology, anthropology, and political science 
into education, students gain a deeper understanding of the 
complexities of human interactions, cultural diversity, and societal 
structures. This knowledge equips them with the ability to 
navigate and contribute meaningfully to their communities. 
Philosophy, on the other hand. engages students in rigorous 
thinking and reflection about fundamental questions conceming 
knowledge, existence, ethics, and the natureof reality. By 
introducing philosophical concepts and encouraging critical 
inquiry, education encourages students to think critically, 
challenge assumptions, and develop their own well-reasoned 
perspectives. Philosophy fosters intellectual curiosity, analytical 
thinking, and the ability to engage in respectful dialogue and 
debate. 

for 

The integration of social science and philosophy in education has 

several benefits. Firstly, it promotes a holistic understanding of the 
world by encouraging students to explore the interplay between 
individual experiences and broader social, cultural, and historical 

contexts. This interdisciplinary approach helps students develop 

empathy, cultural sensitivity, and a broader worldview. 

Secondly, social science and philosophy provide students with 

valuable tools for analyzing and evaluating information critically. 
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In an era of vast information availability, the ability to discern 
reliable sources, recognize biases, and think independently is 
crucial. By engaging with social science research methods and philosophical frameworks, students develop critical thinking skills 
that empower them to make informed decisions and engage in evidence-based reasoning. Lastly, social science and philosophy in education foster ethical awareness and moral reasoning. By exploring ethical theories, students develop a sense of personal and social responsibility. They learn to navigate complex moral dilemmas, consider the consequences of their actions, and make ethical choices that contribute positively to society. In conclusion, social science and philosophy play a fundamental role in education by enriching students' understanding of the social, cultural, and ethical dimensions of the world. By incorporating these disciplines into the curriculum, education equips students with the knowledge, skills, and values necessary to become informed, engaged, and responsible citizens. 

THE ROLE OF SOCIÂL SCIENCES IN SHAPING EDUCATION: UNDERSTANDING 
THE IMPACT AND IMPORTANCE: 

Social sciences play an important role in education by helping students better understand the world around them and the social, cultural, economic, and political forces that shape it. Social sciences encompass a wide range of disciplines, including sociology, psychology, anthropology, economics, political science, and history, among others. In education, social sciences help 
students develop critical thinking skills, analytical skills, and 
problem-solving skills by engaging them in the study of human 
behavior, social structures, and cultural practices. By gaining a 
deeper understanding of how societies work, students can better 
navigate the complexities of the world and develop a greater sense 
of empathy and compassion for people from diverse backgrounds. 
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Social sciences also teach students about the importance of civic 
engagem ent and social responsibility. They help students 
understand how their actions can impact society and encourage 

them to become responsible, engaged citizens who are committed 

to creating a more just and equitable world. In addition, social 

aniences can help students develop important career skills, such as 

eommunication, teamwork, and leadership, that are highly valued 

in the workforce. Many careers in fields such as business, law, 
ocial work, education, and government require a strong 
background in social sciences. 
Overall. social sciences play a crucial role in education by 
nroviding students with the knowledge, skills, and perspectives 

they need to understand and navigate the complex social and 

cultural landscape of the world around them. 

EXPLORING THE INFLUENCE OF THE 
PHILOSOPHY OF LAW: EXAMINING ITS 
sIGN0FICANCE AND SOCIETAL IMPACTS: 

The philosophy of law explores the fundamental principles and 
concepts underlying legal systems and their impact on society. It 
encompasses various schools of thought that shape our 

understanding of law and its role in governing human behavior. 

The impact of the philosophy of law on society is profound and 
far-reaching. Here are a few key points to consider: 

1. Justice and fairness: The philosophy of law delves into 
questions of justice, equality, and fairness. It examines different 
theories of justice, such as utilitarianism, deontology, and virtue 
ethics, and how these principles guide the creation and application 
of laws. The concept of justice shapes our legal systems, 
influencing the way laws are formulated and how they address 
societal issues. 

2. Rights and freedoms: Legal philosophy explores the nature 
and scope of individual rights and freedoms. It examines concepts 
like human rights, civil liberties, and constitutional rights. The 
philosophy of law helps define and protect these rights, ensuring 
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that laws respect and uphold the dignity and autonomy of individuals within society. 
3. Morality and ethics: The philosophy of law intersects with moral and ethical considerations. It raises questions about the relationship between law and morality, whether they are inherently connected or distinct. Ethical theories, such as consequentialism, deontological ethics, and natural law, inform our understanding of the moral foundations of legal systems. 4. Social order and stability: Legal philosophy addresses the role of law in maintaining social order and stability. It explores the balance between individual freedoms and the need for societal cohesion. The philosophy of law examines how legal systems establish rules, norms, and procedures to resolve conflicts, promote social harmony, and prevent anarchy. 

5. Interpretation and application of laws: Legal philosophy plays a crucial role in interpreting and applying laws. It examines different theories of legal interpretation, such as textualism, intentionalism, and living constitutionalism. These theories influence how judges and legal practitioners understand and apply 
laws, shaping the outcomes of legal disputes and impacting society as a whole. 

Overall, the philosophy of law shapes our understanding of the 
principles that underpin legal systems and their impact on society. It informs the development of laws, the protection of individual 
rights, and the pursuit of justice and fairness within a given legal 
framework. 

UNRAVELING THE THEORIES OF 
KNOWLEDGE: EXPLORING THEIR 

EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS AND 

There are several theories of knowledge that have implications for 
education. Here are a few examples: 
1. Empiricism: According to this theory, knowledge is derived 
from sensory experience. Therefore, education should focus on 
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providing 
opportunities for students to engage in hands-on 

learning 
experiences that allow them to observe and interact with 

the world around them. 
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2. 
Rationalism: This theory posits that knowledge is innate and 

n he accessed through logical reasoning. In education, this 

would suggest a focus on developing students' critical thinking 
skills and providing them with opportunities to engage in abstract 

reasoning. 

3 Constructivism: This theory holds that knowledge is 

constructed by the learner based on their own experiences, beliefs. 

and prior knowledge. In education, this would suggest a focus on 

providing students with opportunities to engage in active learning 

and problem-solving, as well as encouraging them to reflect on 

their own learning processes. 

4. Social constructivism: This theory builds on constructivism by 

emphasizing the role of social interactions in the construction of 

knowledge. In education, this would suggest a focus on 

collaborative learning activities and providing opportunities for 

students to work together to construct knowledge. 

5. Pragmatism: This theory emphasizes the practical application 

of knowledge, and suggests that knowledge is useful to the extent 

that it helps us achieve our goals. In education, this would suggest 

a focus on providing students with opportunities to apply their 

learning in real-world contexts, and encouraging them to reflect on 
the practical implications of what they are learning. 

Overall, different theories of knowledge emphasize different 
aspects of learning and have implications for how we design 
educational experiences for students. It is important for educators 
to be aware of these theories and to consider how they can best 
incorporate them into their teaching practices to support student 
learning and development. 
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PHILOSOPHY AND THE PURSUIT OF 
EDUCATIONAL GOALS: EXAMINING THE 
RELATIONSHIP AND PURPOSE: 

Philosophy plays an important role in shaping the goals of education. Here are some examples of how different philosophical perspetives have influenced the goals of education: 
1. Idealism: ldealism is a philosophy that emphasizes the 
importance of ideas and values. In education, this perspective 
suggests that the goal of education should be to develop students" 
intellectual and moral virtues, such as critical thinking, creativity, 
and ethical reasoning. 

2. Pragmatism: Pragmatism is a philosophy that emphasizes the 
practical application of knowledge. In education, this perspective 
suggests that the goal of education should be to prepare students 
for success in the real world by providing them with skills and 
knowledge that are relevant to their lives and future careers. 
3. Existentialism: Existentialism is a philosophy that emphasizes 
individual freedom and choice. In education, this perspective 
suggests that the goal of education should be to help students 
develop their own unique identities and find meaning and purpose 
in their lives. 

4. Social Reconstructionism: Social Reconstructionism is a 

philosophy that emphasizes the importance of social justice and 
social change. In education, this perspective suggests that the goal 
of education should be to empower students to become agents of 
change in their communities and to work towards creating a more 
just and equitable society. 
5. Critical Theory: Critical Theory is a philosophy that 
emphasizes the importance of questioning and challenging 
dominant power structures. In education, this perspective suggests 
that the goal of education should be to help students develop 
critical thinking skills and a critical consciousness that enables 
them to question and challenge societal norms and inequalities. 
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Overall, philosophy has a significant impact on the goals of 
education, as it helps to shape our understanding of what 
education is for and what we hope to achieve through it. By 
considering different philosophical perspectives, educators can 
develop a more nuanced understanding of the goals of education 

and how best to achieve them. 

EDUCATION POLICY: UNVEILING ITS 
SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND IMPACT ON 
SOCIETY: 

Education policy can have significant social implications, as it can 

shape the educational experiences of students and impact their 

opDortunities for success in the future. Here are some examples of 

how education policy can have social implications: 

1. Access to education: Education policy can impact access to 

education, particularly for marginalized communities. Policies that 
prioritize funding for schools in low-income areas, provide 
transportation for students who live far from school, or offer free 

or reduced-price meals can help ensure that all students have 

access to the resources they need to succeed in school. 

2. Curriculum and standards: Education policy can also impact 
are assessed. Policies that what students learn and how they 

prioritize the inclusion of diverse perspectives in the curriculum, 
or that provide opportunities for students to engage in hands-on or 

project-based learning, can help ensure that students are well 

prepared for the demands of the 2 1 st century workforce. 

3. Teacher training and support: Education policy can also 
impact the quality of instruction that students receive. Policies that 
prioritize teacher training and support, such as providing 
opportunities for professional development or offering mentoring 
programs for new teachers, can help ensure that teachers have the 
skills and knowledge they need to effectively support student 
learning. 

Social Sciences, Education And Philosophy | 161 



ISBN: 978-81-959134-6-6 

4. Accountability and assessment: Education policy can also impact how schools and teachers are held accountable for student learning. Policies that prioritize the use of standardized tests or that tie teacher evaluations to test scores can create pressure to focus on test preparation rather than on more holistic approaches to teaching and learning. 
5. Funding: Education policy can also impact the allocation of funding for education. Policies that prioritize funding for schools in high-income areas can exacerbate existing inequalities in educational opportunity, while policies that prioritize funding for schools in low-income areas can help level the playing field. 

Overall, education policy plays a critical role in shaping the educational experiences of students and can have significant social implications. It is important for policymakers to consider the potential social impacts of their decisions, and to work towards policies that promote equitable access to high-quality education for all students. 

ETHICS AND MORAL PHILOSOPHY: 
UNRAVELING THEIR INFLUENCE AND 

RELEVANCE IN SOCIETY: 

Ethics and moral philosophy are important in society because they provide a framework for making decisions and guiding behavior 
that is based on principles of right and wrong. They help us to 
consider the consequences of our actions and to evaluate whether 
these actions are just and fair. Ethics and moral philosophy are 
essential for creating a harmonious and just society that is able to 
function effectively. 
One of the key aspects of ethics is the concept of moral 
responsibility. This refers to the idea that individuals and 
organizations have a duty to act in ways that are consistent with 
moral and ethical principles. This includes taking responsibility 
for the consequences of our actions and making decisions that are 
in the best interests of others as well as ourselves. 
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Moral philosophy provides a foundation for ethical decision-

making by exploring questions about what is right and wrong, 
what constitutes moral behavior, and how we should live our lives. 

It helps us to understand the ethical principles that underlie 
different moral systems, such as utilitarianism, deontology, and 

virtue ethics. These systems can help us to make informed 

decisions about how to act in a given situation. 

In addition to providing a framework for ethical decision-making. 
ethics and moral philosophy also play an important role in shaping 
social norms and values. They help to define what is acceptable 

behavior in a given society, and they provide a basis for evaluating 

the actions of individuals and organizations. By promoting ethical 

hehavior and holding individuals and organizations accountable 
for their actions, ethics and moral philosophy can help to create a 

more just and equitable society. 

INTERDISCIPLINARY MIETHODOLOGIES IN 

SOCIAL SCIENCES: UNITING PERSPECTIVES 
FOR COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING: 

Interdisciplinary methodologies in social sciences refer to the use 

of multiple approaches and methods from different disciplines to 

study complex social phenomena. The social sciences encompass 
a wide range of disciplines, including sociology, psychology, 
anthropology, economics, political science, and many others. 

Interdisciplinary research in the social sciences can help to provide 

a more comprehensive understanding of complex social issues by 

integrating different perspectives and methods. 

One interdisciplinary approach that has gained popularity in recent 
years is mixed-methods research, which involves the use of both 

qualitative and quantitative research methods to gather and 
analyze data. This approach can help to provide a more complete 
picture of the social phenomenon being studied by combining the 
strengths of different methods. 

Another interdisciplinary approach is ethnomethodology, which 
involves a detailed examination of the ways in which people create 
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and maintain social order and meaning through their everyday interactions. This approach draws on insights from anthropology, sociology, and linguistics to understand how people make sense of the world around them. 
Other interdisciplinary methodologies in the social sciences include network analysis, which uses mathematical and computational methods to study social networks and the relationships between individuals and groups, and critical discourse analysis, which examines the ways in which language is used to construct and reinforce social power relations. 
Overall, interdisciplinary methodologies in the social sciences can help to provide a more nuanced and comprehensive understanding of complex social phenomena by drawing on the strengths of multiple disciplines and research methods. 

SUCCESSFUL CASE STUDIES OF 
INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH IN 
EDUCATION AND SOCIETY: EXAMINING 
COLLABORATIVE APPROACHES AND 
IMPACTFUL OUTCOMES: 

There have been many successful interdisciplinary research projects in the field of education and society. Here are a few 
examples: 
1. The HighScope Perry Preschool Study: This was a 
longitudinal study that began in the 1960s and followed a group of 
low-income African American children who attended a high 
quality preschool program. The study involved researchers from 
education, psychology, and economics, and it found that the 
children who attended the preschool had better outcomes in terms 
of academic achievement, employment, and crime reduction than 
those who did not. This research helped to inform policy decisions 
around early childhood education. 
2. The Chicago School Readiness Project: This project involved 
researchers from education, psychology, and neuroscience who 
worked together to develop and evaluate an intervention aimed at 
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improving school readiness in preschool-aged children from low-
income families. The intervention included both classroom-based 
activities and home visits, and it was found to have a positive 
impact on children' 's cognitive and social-emotional I development. 
3 The Boston Busing/Desegregation Project: This project 
involved researchers from education, sociology, and political 
science who studied the impact of court-ordered desegregation on 

Boston public schools in the 1970s and 1980s. The research found 

that while desegregation had some positive effects on academic 
achievement and racial attitudes, it also had negative 
consequences such as increased racial tension and white flight 
from the city. 
4 The Reducing Achievement Gaps Project: This project 
involved researchers from education, psychology, and economics 
who worked together to evaluate the impact of a comprehensive 
school reform program aimed at reducing achievement gaps 
between low-income and high-income students. The program 
included changes in curriculum, teacher professional development, 
and parent involvement. The research found that the program had 
a positive impact on student achievement in reading and math. 

These are just a few examples of successful interdisciplinary 
research projects in education and society. Such projects are 
important for addressing complex social issues and improving 
policy and practice in the field of education. 

EDUCATION AND CULTÜRAL DIVERSITY: 
EMBRACING DIFFERENCES, FOSTERING 
INCLUSION: 

Education and cultural diversity are closely intertwined, as 
education plays a vital role in promoting understanding and 
respect for diversity in society. Cultural diversity refers to the 
variety of cultures, languages, and traditions that exist within a 
society, and it is an important aspect of human identity and 
expression. 
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In the context of education, cultural diversity encompasses a range of issues, including the representation of diverse cultures and perspectives in curriculum materials, the recruitment and training of teachers from diverse backgrounds, and the provision of support and resources for students from diverse cultural backgrounds. Educators and policymakers have recognized the importance of promoting cultural diversity in education, as it helps to prepare students for success in a globalized world and promotes social cohesion and understanding. However, there are also challenges associated with promoting cultural diversity in education, such as addressing implicit biases and stereotypes, providing culturally responsive teaching, and ensuring equitable access to resources and opportunities for all students. 
Effective strategies for promoting cultural diversity in education include incorporating diverse perspectives and experiences into curriculum materials, providing opportunities for cross-cultural exchange and dialogue, and creating a supportive and inclusive learning environment for all students. By promoting cultural diversity in education, we can help to build a more inclusive and equitable society that values and respects the diversity of human experience. 

CONCLUSION: 

In conclusion, education and society are deeply interconnected. 
Education plays a vital role in shaping the social, economic, and 
cultural landscape of society, and it is essential for promoting 
social mnobility, economic growth, and civic engagement. At the 
same time, social and cultural factors have a profound impact on 
the education system, influencing everything from curriculum 
development to teacher training and student outcomes. 
Effective education policies and practices must take into account 
the complex interplay between education and society, including 
the role of cultural diversity, socioeconomic inequality, and the 
changing needs of the workforce. By investing in education and 
promoting policies that prioritize equity, diversity, and inclusion, 

Social Sciences, Education And Philosophy | 166 

we can help to create a society that is more just, prosperous, and 
resilient. Education is not only a means for personal growth and 
development, but also a powerful tool for social change. By 
providing quality education to all members of society, we can help 
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huild a more inclusive and equitable future for generations to 

Come. 
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PREFACE 

UNESCo report 'Reimaging Our Future Together (2021)' 

asserted The choices we collectively make today will determine 

our shared futures'. In fact, we are paving towards a new social 

contract that must be grounded in human rights and based on 

principles of non-discrimination, social justice, respect for life. 

human dignity and cultural diversity. As the problems are typically 

holistic in nature hence the solution should not be rigid and 

compartmental. The contemporary global and national policy 

discourse has been prioritizing and advocating multidisciplinary 

approach in learning and such learming need to be evolving and 

research based. Hence it is expected to have a kind of research 

having combination across the arts, humanities, languages. 

sciences, social sciences, and professional, technical, and 

engineering science etc. So contemporary discourse of research in 

multidisciplinary perspectives is a major focal area in academics. 

In the preface of �Research Trends in Multidisciplinary Subjects", 

the author likely introduces the purpose and scope of the book, as 

well as expressing gratitude to those who contributed to its 

creation. The preface often provides insights into the author's 

motivations and the significance of the research covered in the 

book. This section provides an introduction and overview of the 

book's content. 

Chapter 1: English Language Teaching Pedagogy in Multilingual 

Contexts- This chapter explores effective teaching methods for 

English language learners in multilingual settings. 

Chapter 2: Innovative Methods to Enhance Mathematical 

Problem-Solving and Critical Thinking Abilities- This chapter 
delves into creative approaches to improve problem-solving and 
critical thinking skills in the context of mathematics education. 

Chapter 3: The Implication of ChatGPT in the Realm of Education 
with Special Reference to India- This chapter examines the impact 
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CHAPTER: 4 

INTERPRETING LITERATURE THROUGH CRITICAL THEORY: EXPLORING THE 
IMPACT OF CRITICAL 

PERSPECTIVES ON ENGLISH 
LITERARY ANALYSIS 

Rana Gorai 

ABSTRACT: 
This research paper examines the influential role of Critical Theory in interpreting literature, particularly in the realm of English Liuerary Analysis. Critical Theory provides a framework through which texts can be analyzed, unveiling deeper layers of meaning and challenging comventional interpretations. This study aims to explore the impact of Critical Perspectives on English literary analysis, shedding light on the transformative power of these theoretical approaches. The research draws upon a comprehensive review of existing literature, incorporating key concepts and methodologies from various branches of Critical Theory, Such as Feminism, Marxism, Postcolonialism, Structuralism and Psychoanalism. By analyzing these critical lenses, the paper elucidates their significance in redefining Iraditional approaches to English Literary Analysis. The findings reveal that Critical Theory, with its diverse range ofperspectives, enriches the interpretation of English literature by offering allernative readings and challenging dominant ideologies. It illuminates marginalized voices, explores power dynamics, and unveils the underlying social, political, and cultural contexts within literary works. Critical Perspectives allow for a deeper nderstanding of themes, characterizations, and narrative techniques, ultimately broadening the horizons of literary analysis. 
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Furthermore, this research investigates the implications of 

Critical Theory on the canon of English Literature. It highlights 

the need to reevaluate established literary works, reassess their 

significance, and include voices that have been historically 
underrepresented. Critical Theory serves as a catalyst for 

ISBNE 97881-96418234 

discourse, inviting critical engagement and encouraging a more 

inclustve and dynamic literary landscape. The research concludes 

by emphasizing the relevance and value of incorporating Critical 

Theory into the analysis of English literature. By embracing 

diverse critical perspectives, scholars and literary enthusiasts can 

foster a deeper appreciation for the complexity and multifaceted 
nature of literary works, This research aims to inspire further 

exploration and dialogue, encouraging educators and researchers 

to embrace Critical Theory as a powerful tool for inerpreting and 
understanding English Literature. 

KEYWORDS: 

Critical Theory, English Literary Analysis, Interpretation, 
Perspectives, Feminism, Marxism, Postcolonialism, Structuralism, 
Psychoanalism. 

INTRODUCTION: 

Through this research paper, I embark on a journey that delves 
into the captivating realm of interpreting literature through critical 
theory. My focus will be on exploring the profound impact of 
critical perspectives on English literary analysis. This research 
paper aims to unravel the intricate relationship between critical 
theory and the interpretation of literary works, providing us with a 
deeper understanding of the multifaceted dimensions within which 

literature operates. 
As I delve into this fascinating topic, I will navigate through the 
vast landscape of critical theories, examining how each lens offers 
unique insights into the texts I encounter. From the historical and 

cultural context surrounding a piece of literature to the social, 

political, and psychological aspects that shape its creation, critical 
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theory provides us with a toolkit for comprehensive analysis. By examining literature through various critical perspectives feminist theory, postcolonial theory, structuralism. 
deconstruction, and more, I aim to uncover hidden meanings, challenge traditional interpretations, and broaden our horizons. 

such as 

Throughout this research paper, I will engage in a meticulous examination of seminal literary works, applying critical theories t unveil layers of interpretation that might otherwise remain concealed. I will explore how critical perspectives shed licht power dynamics, identity formation, narrative structures, and the intricate interplay between the author, the text, and the reader Through this exploration, I will develop a nuanced understanding of how critical theory enhances our appreciation and analysis of literature, transforming it into a dynamic and thought-provokine experience. 
As I embark on this intellectual endeavor, it is essential to adont a rigorous and systematic approach to our research. I will delve into scholarly sources, academic journals, and critical essavs to familiarize ourselves with the key concepts and theories that underpin our exploration. By critically evaluating existing research, I will identify gaps in the literature and contribute our unique perspectives to the ongoing scholarly discourse. Through careful analysis, meticulous documentation, and 

argumentation, I will craft a research paper that not only 
clear 

showcases our understanding of critical theory but also contributes to the existing body of knowledge. 
I encourage you all to approach this research endeavor with an open mind, a thirst for knowledge, and a commitment to intellectual rigor. Together, we will embark on a journey of discovery, unraveling the transformative power of critical theory in the interpretation of literature. By the end of this journey, we will emerge as more insightful and discerning readers, equipped with the tools to navigate the complex tapestry of literary analysis. 

Research Trends in Multidisciplinary Subjects | 26 

FEMINISM: 

ISBN: 97T8-81-964182-3-6 

"Feminism : Exploring the Impact of Critical Perspectives on 
English Literary Analysis." 

Feminism has had a siignificant impact on English literary analysis, 
brings critical perspectives that challenge traditional 

interpretations and shed light on gender dynamics within literary 

texts. By examining literature through the lens of feminism we 

can uncover and analyze the power structures, gender roles, and 

societal norms that influence the portrayal of characters, 

relationships, and themes. 

One key aspect of feminist literary analysis is the exam ination of 
often scrutinize the Feminist critics characters. female 

representation of women in literature, questioning how they are 

depicted and whether they perpetuate stereotypes or challenge 

established gender norms. They highlight the importance of 

developing well-rounded, complex female characters who defy 

societal expectations and have agency over their own lives. This 

approach allows us to explore how women's experiences and 

Another significant contribution of feminist perspectives to 

English literary analysis is the examination of power dynamics. 
Feminist critics explore how power is distributed between genders 
within a text, whether it be within relationships, social structures, 
or institutions. They analyze the ways in which patriarchy and 
misogyny manifest in literature and how these power imbalances 
influence character motivations, actions, and outcomes. By 
examining these power dynamics, we gain a deeper understanding 
of the underlying messages and ideologies conveyed in literary 
works. 

Furthermore, feminist literary analysis also emphasizes the 
exploration of gender roles and expectations. It questions how 
societal norms and expectations shape the behaviors and 
experiences of both male and female characters. This critical 
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perspectives are portrayed in literature and how they contribute to 

broader discussions of gender equality. 
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perspective invites us to challenge traditional gender roles and consider alternative narratives that challenge or established norms. It opens up conversations about gender 
subvert 

identity, gender performance, and the intersections of gender with other aspects of identity such as race, class, and sexuality. In summary, feminist perspectives have greatly impacted English literary analysis by challenging traditional interpretations and shedding light on the gender dynamics within literary texts. By examining female characters, power dynamics, and gender roles, feminist critics offer valuable insights into the ways literature reflects and shapes societal attitudes towards gender. Through this critical lens, we can foster discussions on gender equality, representation, and the diverse experiences of women. 
MARXISM: 

"Marxism : Exploring the Impact of Critical Perspectives on English Literary Analysis." 
Marxisn is a critical perspective that has had a significant impact on English literary analysis. It emerged as a school of thought in the mid-19th century, primarily developed by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. Marxism offers a lens through which literature can be examined in relation to social, economic, and political structures. 

One of the key concepts in Marxism is the notion of class struggle. Marxists argue that society is divided into social classes, namely the bourgeoisie (the ruling class) and the proletariat (the working 
class). This division and the inherent conflict between these 
classes are reflected in literary works. Marxist literary analysis 
seeks to uncover how literature portrays and reinforces class 
differences and power dynamics. 
Marxist critics also emphasize the role of ideology in literature. 
They contend that literature is not simply a reflection of reality, 
but rather a tool that can perpetuate dominant ideologies and 
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maintain the status quo. By examining the themes, characters, and 

narrative structures in literary texts, Marxist analysis aims to 

uncover the hidden ideologies and social messages embedded 

within them. 
Marxism highlights the economic aspect of 

Furthermore, 
literature. It emphasizes how economic conditions shape the lives 

of individuals and communities depicted in literary works. Marxist 

critics exam ine how economic forces, such as capitalism, 

influence characters' motivations, actions, and relationships. They 

explore how economic inequality and exploitation are portrayed in 
literature and how authors critique or endorse these systems. 

Marxist 1literary analysis also delves into the concept of alienation. 

Marx argued that capitalism alienates individuals from their labor. 

their true selves, and their fellow human beings. Marxist critics 

examine how characters in literature experience alienation and its 

consequences. They analyze the impact of societal structures on 
personal identity, relationships, and the human condition as 
depicted in literary texts. 

However, it is important to note that Marxist literary analysis has 
faced criticism for its deterministic approach and 

oversimplification of complex literary works. Critics argue that 
reducing literature solely to social and economic factors neglects 
other significant aspects such as aesthetics, individual agency, and 
artistic intentions. 

In conclusion, Marxism has undeniably influenced English literary 
analysis by providing a critical perspective that emphasizes class 
struggle, ideology, economic conditions, and alienation. By 
exploring these dimensions, Marxist critics offer insights into how 
literature reflects and engages with social and political realities. 
While it is not the only lens through which literature can be 
examined, understanding Marxism's impact broadens our 
understanding of the multifaceted nature of literary analysis. 
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POSTCOLONIALISM: 
"Postcolonialism : Exploring the Impact of Critical Perspectives on English Literary Analysis." Postcolonialism is a critical perspective that has had a profound impact on English literary analysis. It emerged as a response to the historical and ongoing effects of colonialism, seeking to challenge the dominant narratives and power structures inherent in Western literature. By examining the works of authors from formerly colonized regions, postcolonial criticism aims to highlight the complexities of cultural identity, the subjugation of indigenous peoples, and the legacies of imperialism. 

One of the key contributions of postcolonialism to literary analysis is its focus on the marginalized voices and experiences that were often excluded or misrepresented in traditional literary canons. Through this lens, we can uncover alternative narratives that challenge the Eurocentric perspectives prevalent in colonial literature. Postcolonial critics examine the ways in which authors negotiate their cultural heritage, interrogate power dynamics, and engage with issues of identity, race, and nationality. 
Postcolonial theory also emphasizes the importance of understanding the historical and social contexts in which literary works are produced. It acknowledges that colonialism has had far reaching consequences on societies, economies, and cultures, and these factors significantly shape the themes and motifs within literary texts. By contextualizing literature within the broader historical framework, postcolonial analysis allows us to gain a deeper understanding of the intricacies of colonial and 

postcolonial experiences. 
Furthermore, postcolonialism highlights the interplay between language, power, and resistance. It recognizes that language is a tool of dominance, with colonial powers imposing their languages upon colonized populations. This linguistic colonization is 

reflected in literature, where authors often grapple with the 
complexities of language and its implications for cultural identity. 
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assert their agency and challenge oppressive 

By exploring the impact of critical perspectives like 

nostcolonialism, English literary analysis becomes more inclusive. 

diverse, and reflective of the complex world we inhabit. It allowe 

1s to question and deconstruct the dominant narratives, challenge 

stereotypes, and amplify marginalized voices. This approach 

fosters a richer understanding of literature and encourages students 

to critically engage with texts, developing empathy, and a broader 
worldview. 

In conclusion, postcolonialism has had a transformative effect on 

English literary analysis by challenging Eurocentric perspectives, 
centering marginalized voices, and emphasizing historical and 
cultural contexts. By incorporating postcolonial perspectives, we 
encourage a more inclusive and nuanced understanding of 

literature. It is through such critical engagement that we can foster 

empathy, promote social justice, and navigate the complexities of 
a globalized world. 

STRUCTURALISM: 

"Structuralism : Exploring the Impact of Critical Perspectives 
on English Literary Analysis." 

Structuralism is a critical perspective that has had a significant 

impact on English literary analysis. It emerged in the mid-20th 
century as a reaction against the prevailing approaches to studying 
literature. Instead of focusing on the author's intentions or the 
reader's subjective interpretation, structuralism emphasizes the 
underlying structures and systems within a literary work. 
One of the key ideas of structuralism is that meaning is not 
inherent in the text itself but is constructed through the 
relationships between different elements. Structuralists argue that 
these elements can be identified and analyzed systematically, 
revealing the underlying patterns and codes that govern the text's 

meaning. 
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To understand how structuralism impacts English literary analysis, let's consider its core concepts. Firstly, structuralists emphasize the importance of binary oppositions. They argue that meaning is often produced through the tension and interaction between opposing concepts, such as light and dark, good and evil, or presence and absence. By examining these binary pairs, structuralists uncover the complex layers of meaning within a literary work. 
Secondly, structuralism emphasizes the role of language and signs. According to structuralists, language is not simply a transparent mediumn for expressing ideas but a structured system of signs that shape our understanding of the world. They analyze how literary texts employ signs, symbols, and metaphors to convey meaning and construct narratives. By deconstructing these linguistic structures, structuralists reveal the underlying symbolic structures at play. 

Furthermore, structuralism highlights the Concept intertextuality, which refers to the interconnectedness of texts. Structuralists argue that every literary work is influenced by and responds to other texts, forming a web of interconnected meanings. By examining these intertextual relationships, scholars can better understand the cultural, historical, and literary contexts that shape a particular work. 

of 

Importantly, structuralism also challenges the notion of a single, fixed interpretation of a text. Instead, it suggests that meaning is always contingent and subject to interpretation. Structuralists emphasize the plurality of interpretations and encourage readers to explore multiple perspectives and possibilities. 
In English literary analysis, structuralism has provided a valuable framework for understanding the deeper structures and meanings within texts. By focusing on the underlying patterns, binary oppositions, intertextuality, and linguistic structures, scholars can unveil the intricate layers of significance in literary works. 

Structuralism encourages a systematic and rigorous approach to 
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literature. 

ISBN: 978-81-964182-3-6 

In conclusion, structuralism has had a profound impact on English 

literary analysis by shifting the focus from authorial intent or 

subjective interpretation to the underlying structures and systems 

within texts. By examining binary oppositions, linguistic 
intertextuality, and multiple interpretations, 

structures, 
structuralism offers a rich and nuanced approach to studying 
literature. It has opened up new avenues of exploration and has 

enriched our understanding of the intricate workings of literary 
texts. 

PSYCHOANALYTIC THEORIES: 

"Psyehoanalytic Theories : Exploring the Impact of Critical 
Perspectives on English Literary Analysis." 

Psychoanalytic theories have had a significant impact on English 
literary analysis, providing a critical lens through which to explore 
the complexities of human behavior, motivations, and the 
subconscious mind. This approach, pioneered by Sigmund Freud, 
delves into the hidden depths of characters and their relationships, 
unraveling the psychological intricacies that shape their actions 
and interactions within literary works. 

One key aspect of psychoanalytical theories is the concept of the 
unconscious mind. According to Freud, our conscious thoughts 
and behaviors are influenced by unconscious desires, fears, and 
conflicts. This notion invites readers to probe beneath the surface 
of a text, seeking symbolic representations of the unconscious 
within the characters thoughts, dreams, and desires. By 
examining these elements, English literary analysis can uncover 
deeper layers of meaning and understanding. 
Freud's psychoanalytical framework introduced the concept of the 
Oedipus complex, which explores the unconscious desires and 

conflicts related to familial relationships. This theory suggests that 
individuals may have unresolved childhood experiences and 
repressed emotions that shape their behavior in adulthood. When 
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applied to literary analysis, the Oedipus complex helps interpret 
complex familial dynamics. such as those found in Shakespeare's 
"Hamlet or Sophocles' "Oedipus Rex." 
Another prominent aspect of psychoanalytical theories is the 
interpretation of symbols and imagery. Freud argued that symbols 
in literature, dreams, and art often reflect unconscious desires and 
conflicts. By examining recurring symbols, motifs, and metaphors 
within a text, English literary analysis can uncover hidden 
meanings and explore the characters psychological landscapes. 
For example, in Nathaniel Hawthorne's "The Scarlet Letter," the 
symbol of the scarlet letter itself represents the internal struggles 

and guilt experienced by the protagonist, Hester Prynne. 
Psychoanalytical theories also shed light on the concept of 
repression, wherein individuals suppress or push down 

uncomfortable or socially unacceptable thoughts and desires. 
Literary analysis can identify instances of repression within 
characters, revealing the psychological tensions that arise from 
their attempts to hide or deny certain aspects of themselves. This 
theme is evident in F. Scott Fitzgerald's "The Great Gatsby," 
where the characters' repressed desires and aspirations ultimately 
lead to their downfall. 

While psychoanalytical theories have greatly enriched English 
literary analysis, it is important to acknowledge that they are not 
without criticism. Some argue that this approach oversimplifies 
the complexities of human behavior and may be overly speculative 
in its interpretations. Additionally, psychoanalytical theories have 
been criticized for their limited focus on gender and cultural 
perspectives. 

In conclusion, psychoanalytical theories have made a profound 
impact on English literary analysis by providing a critical 
framework to explore the hidden depths of characters' psychology 
and motivations. By delving into the unconscious mind, 
interpreting symbols and imagery, and examining themes of 
repression, this approach enables readers to uncover new layers of 
meaning and understanding within literary works. However, it is 
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alternative perspectives to ensure a comprehensive analysis of the 
text. 
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CONCLUSION: 

In conclusion, writing a research paper on the topic "Interpreting 
Literature through Critical Theory: Exploring the Impact of 
Critical Perspectives on English Literary Analysis" provides a 
valuable opportunity to delve into the fascinating realm of literary 
analysis. Throughout the process, I have explored various critical 
theories that offer distinct lenses through which we can examine 
and interpret literature. 
By engaging with critical perspectives such as Feminist theory, 
Marxist theory, Postcolonial theory, Deconstruction theory or 
Psychoanalytic theory, we have gained a deeper understanding of 
how different theoretical frameworks shape our understanding of 
literary texts. These critical perspectives allow us to uncover 
underlying power dynamics, social issues, and psy chological 
elements within literary works, enriching our interpretation and 
appreciation of literature. 
Through my research, I have discovered that critical theory 
provides a robust toolkit for analyzing and deconstructing texts, 
shedding light on hidden meanings, and challenging conventional 
interpretations. We have recognized the significance of 
considering historical and socio-cultural contexts, as well as the 
author's intentions and readers' responses, when applying critical 

Moreover, this research has highlighted the dynamic nature of 
literary criticism, as critical theories continue to evolve and new 
perspectives emerge. Our exploration of critical theory has 
revealed the importance of remaining open-minded and receptive 
to diverse viewpoints, as it allows for a more comprehensive and 
nuanced understanding of literary works. 
In conclusion, writing a research paper on interpreting literature 
through critical theory has expanded our analytical skills, 
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appreciation for the 
intricate layers of meaning in English literature. By embracing critical perspectives, we unlock the potential to uncover profound 
insights and engage in thought-provoking discussions surrounding 

broadened our perspectives, and deepened our 

literary texts. 
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