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The Students of the department of English have become more
confident and independent after attending this seminar. They
have gained‘ numerous benefits, including improving
communication skills, gaining expert knowledge, networking

willvolner> anq renewing motivation and confidence.... TheYy
have also attained the following:-

1, Proficiency Verbal Communication: The students of the
department of English have acquired the proficiency of
verbgl communication in the classroom during the
seminar.

2. Acquirement of Knowledge in a Particular Field: The
students of the department of English have acquired a
sound knowledge in the particular topic discussed in the
seminar.

3. Growth in Networking: The students of the department of
English have developed a growth in networking process
among each of them.

4. Encouragement and Motivation: The seminar have
encouraged them and motivated them to speak publically
in the class room.

5. A Different Environment than Classroom: The seminar
have provided the students a different setting of
environment in the department class room.
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Ry of the Gonty s e piiy gl
The povits in Ihe BN o &8 mont Growd mythodogy, Aeavily influenced events as they unfolded.

Wikite Jeva, the king of the godhy, remosned nevtrol severo! leiser gody ond goddesses chose sides,
Uhampianing eXher Grevd or Troson couses.

The entive confict, in foxt. began Becowse of on encounter detween the gods.
N Begon Wth en Appie |

The iod refers only briefly to the hodgement of Ports, implying thot The lliad audience wos already
intimotely familior with the story

The story is o simple one

Zews is holding o bonguet to ceiedrate the wedding of Thetis, o nymph, and
Peleus, o mortol

worrior. The poir will go on to become the parents of Achilles.

Excluded from the celebrotion is £ris, the goddess of discord. Angered by the snub, Eris snotches o golden

apple from the garden of the Hesperides. She marks the opple with an inscription “For the foirest” and
tosses /t into the porty.

Three goddesses claim the apple: Athena, Hera, ond Aphrodite. The three demand that Zeus be the judge

between them, but Zeus, who was no fool. He refuses to make a choice. Paris, a Trojan mortal, was
picked as the judge between the three.

He hod previously met the god Ares, who transformed himself into a bull to challenge Paris. Parls’ cattle
were known as being of the highest quality.

When asked to judge between the god in disguise and his own cattle, Paris unhesitatingly gave Ares a

prire, revealing his honesty and sense of justice. Since he had proven just in his judgement, Paris was
chosen to pick between the goddesses.

The three goddesses presented themselves to Paris, even stripping down to parade naked before him so
that he would be able to judge them fairly.

Not willing to rely on their own attributes alone, each offered Paris a bribe to win his favor. Athena
offered wisdom ond skill in war. Hera offered him power and lands to make him the king over Europe and

Asia. Aphrodite’s offer, however, was the successful bribe. She offered him the hand of the “most
beautiful woman in the world” in marriage.

Aphrodite didn’t mention that the woman in question, Helen, was already married to the Spartan
Menelaus. Undaunted, Paris claimed his prize and bore her away to Troy.

So What Role Do the Gods Have in The lliad?

Once the war lines were drawn, the gods and goddesses lined up on either side of the fray to see it play
out according to their whims and desires.

Although goddess Aphrodite arguably didn’t do Paris any real favors by offering him o married woman,

she did take up the Trojan cause in the conflict, favoring Paris and even coming to his rescue during the
battles. Joining her was her lover, Ares the god of war, and her half-brother Apollo.

Apollo, the god of pestilence and plagues, takes Athena’s side early on. It is uncertain whether he took
Athena’s side out of loyalty or provocation. His-ire [s roused by Agamemnon’s behavior toward the

1

daughter of one of his own priests.
W -
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Agamemnon and Achilles have taken two women, Briseis and Chrysels, as war prizes from a city’s
sacking. Crhyseis’ father, Chryseus, is a priest of Apollo. When his appeals to Agamemnon to ransom his
daughter is refused, he turns to the god for assistance. Apollo obligingly turns a plague on the Greeks,
killing their cattle and horses and then the men.

To stop the plague, Agamemnon is forced to give Chryseis up. In turn, he demands that Achilles give him

Briseis, an action that angers Achilles and causes him to withdraw from the fighting, which in time incites
further immortal interference.

Angered by Agamemnon’s disrespect of his position and honor, Achilles appeals to his own immortal

mother, Thetis. She rises against the Greeks. She also carries some sway with Poseidon, who already has
cause to hate the Trojan king as a sea-nymph.

Thetis goes to Zeus to plead the Greeks’ case on Achilles’ behalf, and Zeus, hearing her appeal, does help
the Greeks for a time, costing Agamemnon important victories as he tries to fight without Achilles’ help.

Other Greek gods in The lliad play a less active, minor, or shifting role, taking up one side or another for a
shorter time or only one or two circumstances.

For example, Artemis is angered when the Greek leader Agamemnon takes a deer from her sacred

hunting grounds. Agamemnon is forced to sacrifice his daughter, Iphigeneia, to appease her before going
on to battle against Troy.

Which Gods Fought for Greece?

The role of the gods in The Iliad shifted and changed like sand in the wind in some cases. In others, some
gods were the loyal champions of their chosen sides throughout the battle.

Fighting on behalf of the Greeks was Thetis, the mother of Achilles; Poseidon, the god of the sea; and
Athena, the goddess of war, and Hera, scorned by Paris in the contest to decide whose beauty was the

greatest. Each of the Greek gods and goddesses, like the Trojan gods, had their own agendas and reasons
for their actions, however petty.

Athena and Hera'’s reasons for supporting the cause of the Greeks were most obvious. The two goddesses
were angry at having been scorned by Paris in the contest of beauty. Each felt that she should have been
chosen over Aphrodite and sought their revenge.

Athena plays an active role, interfering and supporting directly in several instances. When Agamemnon
takes Briseis from Achilles, she stops the hot-headed warrior from striking him down on the spot for the
insult.

Neutral Gods and Goddesses in The lliad

Not all of the roles of god and goddess in the lliad were quite so clear. Zeus himself refuses to openly take
sides, only overseeing the battling so that the declarations of fate that have already been decided will
come true.

Zeus’ role is one of an overseer, a balance to keep the fates in line. He sees to it that the fated events
occur so that the order of things can be maintained.

Zeus’ interventions favor first one side and then the other as he bows to the other gods’ will. His wife,

Hera, has chosen one side, while his daughter _W;pﬁit\e has chosen the other. _}:‘/‘
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Divine intervention in The lliad undeniably changed the course of history, not only for the individuals
involved in the war but for the outcome of the battle itself.

Not only did the gods start the war with their spat over a golden apple, but they also continue to
interfere and meddle in human affairs throughout the epic. From the basic taking of sides to joining in
the battling itself, the gods take an active role throughout most of the epic.

From the moment Agamemnon takes the sacred deer onward, the gods’ whims are intertwined with
mortals’ affairs. Even when Zeus declares that they are all to leave the mortals to their own fates, they
interfere at will and forbids further interference.

The gods and goddesses find more subtle ways to intervene and continue supporting their favorites,
rather like fans at a sporting event if they could come onto the field in disguise and interfere with the
gameplay at will.

What Were the Greek Gods Like?

The gods of The lliad acted very much like the mortals they sought to control. They were often shallow,
selfish, petty, and even silly in their behavior.

They certainly showed no compassion or care toward the mortals. Men and women alike were mere
pawns in their hands, manipulated as part of a grander scheme to gain favor and power amongst
themselves.

Once Aphrodite promises Paris that he will have Helen, allowing her to be taken back by Menelaus would
constitute a failure on the goddess’ part to carry out her vow. Unwilling to lose face with the other gods
and goddesses, Aphrodite does everything in her power to prevent Helen's return to Sparta. She even
goes so far as to rescue Paris from a duel with Menelaus, saving his life.

Later, she once more joins in the battle, coming onto the battlefield itself. She tries to rescue her son
Aeneus but is wounded by Diomedes, the Scourge of Troy.

Apollo intervenes and rescues her son. In book seven, Athena and Apollo decide to use single combat
between two of the warriors.

They bring Hector and Ajax together for a battle. By Book 8, Zeus is fed up with the gods’ antics and
summarily forbids them all from participating further in human affairs. He then retreats to Mt. Ida,
where he weighs the two armies’ fates to determine the next battles’ outcome. The Greeks lose, and Zeus

returns to Olympus.
What Did the Gods Win and Lose in the Trojan War?

The war began over a contest, the woman whose “face launched a thousand ships” the fiercely disputed
prize. As it unfolded, each god and goddess had something to gain and something to lose.

Zeus could no more take sides between the three warring goddesses, one being his wife, than he could
have judged the contest. His gain in the epic was retaining his status-quo as ruler of the gods.

He suffered several losses, however, including his mortal son, Sarpedon. In book 17, he laments the fate
of Hector as well, but the fates have decided, and even as a god, he is unable to go against Fate.

Thetis perhaps has the most to lose, of the gods and gaddesses involved with the Trojan war. Her son,
Achilles, has been prophesied to either live gr fqng (md ﬂnﬂventfuf life or gain great glory and die young in

Troy’s war. Ni : WL#
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HOMER and the Trojan War

(lliad)
ILIUM (TROY)

was a royal city in what is now northwest Turkey, in the river valley of the Skamander
River, some three or four miles from the Hellespont (the modern town is called
Hissarlik). The archaeological site was originally excavated by Heinrich Schliemann in

the 1870'..
TROS:

king of Troy, was the son of an Erechthonius ('born of the earth’) and of the daughter of
the River Simois, Astioche.

ILOS:

son of Tros and Callirhoe (‘beautifully flowing'); she was a daughter of the river god
Skamandros. Other siblings were: GANYMEDE, Assaracus, Cleopatra.

Ilos married Eurydice, and had children: Laomedon and Themiste (She married Capys,
son of Assaracus, who was her first-cousin).

LAOMEDON.

for whom Poseidon and Apollo built the walls of Troy, had:
PRIAM (his successor as King of Troy), HESIONE (Heracles story), and 7 others
PRIAM married:
(1) Arisbe (They had a son, Aesacus);
(2) HECUBA, whose children were:

Helenus (the seer) Troilus Deiphobus
Alexandros (Paris) Polydoros HECTOR
Cassandra Polyxena and 41 others

GODS who favored the Greeks included: Hera, Athena, and Thetis.

GODS who were uncommitted were: Zeus, Hades, Hermes, Iris, Persephone and
Demeter.

GODS who supported the Trojans were: Aphrodite, Apollo, Poseidon, and (for a while)
. *thena

< “-«

NOTE: Some gods who we &‘vncommrtt\ét{" ended up supporting "The Will of Zeus"
and thereforg‘ﬂzg Greek k.Athena, who &a’d a temple in Troy, decid
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Odysseus and supplied him and Epeus with the plans for the Wooden Horse; she also
had her statue (the Palladion) removed from Troy by Aeneas. Poseidon and Apollo had
built the walls of Troy, both killed Greeks by the thousands, either at Troy during the

war, or on the sea on the way home.

PRINCIPAL CHARACTERS in the ILIAD:

.ACHILLES calied Pelides = son of PELEUS (king of Phthia and Hellas in Thessaly) an d
THETIS;, leader of MYRMIDONS.

-PATROKLOS his best friend, guardian, and lover; his squire at Troy, son of Menoitios
(a friend of Heracles from Opis; another son was ABDERUS, Heracles' lover)

"Achilles was also accompanied by Patroklos, son of Menoetios and Sthenele daughter
of Akastos (or the mother of Patroklos was Periopis daughter of Pheres, or, as
Philocrates says, she was Polymele daughter of Peleus). At Opus, in a quarrel over a
game of dice, Patroklos killed the boy Klitonymos son of Amphidamas, and flying with
his father he dwelt at the house of Peleus and became the lover [eromenos] of Achilles.”

Apollodoros Library of Greek Mythology III. 13.8.

-AGAMEMNON son of Atreus, grandson of Pelops, great-grandson of Tantalus, king of
Mycenae; Commander-in- chief (wanax,) of the expedition; Married to Clytamnestra,
half-sister of Helen of Sparta

-MENELAUS brother of Agamemnon, married to Helen; successor of Helen's father
Tyndareus as King of Sparta. Called ATREIDES

-HELEN daughter of Zeus & of Leda, wife of Tyndareus; mistress of Paris the Trojan

-NESTOR son of Neleus, grandson of POSEIDON, king of Pylos. He brought 90 ships to
Troy (= 4500 men)

-ODYSSEUS son of LAERTES and Antikleia, king of Ithaca (Zakynthos ?) 12 ships (=
600 men)

-DIOMEDES son of Tydeus one of the Epigonoi in the Theban Saga, king of Argos.
Brought 80 ships (= 4000 men from Argos, Tiryns, Troezen and Epidauros)

-AJAX son of Telamon, the king of the Island of Salamis in the Saronic Gulf; brought 12
ships (= 400 men, including Athens).
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SEMINAR OUTCOME

1. Proficiency Verbal Communication: The students of the
department of English have acquired the proficiency of
verbal communication in the classroom during the
seminar. ;

2. Acquirement of Knowledge in a Particular Field: The
students of the department of English have acquired a
sound knowledge in the particular topic discussed in the
seminar.

3. Growth in Networking: The students of the department of
English have developed a growth in networking process
among each of them.

4. Encouragement and Motivation: The seminar have
encouraged them and motivated them to speak publically
in the class room.

5. A Different Environment than Classroom: The seminar
have provided the students a different setting of
environment in the department class room.
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Ry of the Gonty s e piiy gl
The povits in Ihe BN o &8 mont Growd mythodogy, Aeavily influenced events as they unfolded.

Wikite Jeva, the king of the godhy, remosned nevtrol severo! leiser gody ond goddesses chose sides,
Uhampianing eXher Grevd or Troson couses.

The entive confict, in foxt. began Becowse of on encounter detween the gods.
N Begon Wth en Appie |

The iod refers only briefly to the hodgement of Ports, implying thot The lliad audience wos already
intimotely familior with the story

The story is o simple one

Zews is holding o bonguet to ceiedrate the wedding of Thetis, o nymph, and
Peleus, o mortol

worrior. The poir will go on to become the parents of Achilles.

Excluded from the celebrotion is £ris, the goddess of discord. Angered by the snub, Eris snotches o golden

apple from the garden of the Hesperides. She marks the opple with an inscription “For the foirest” and
tosses /t into the porty.

Three goddesses claim the apple: Athena, Hera, ond Aphrodite. The three demand that Zeus be the judge

between them, but Zeus, who was no fool. He refuses to make a choice. Paris, a Trojan mortal, was
picked as the judge between the three.

He hod previously met the god Ares, who transformed himself into a bull to challenge Paris. Parls’ cattle
were known as being of the highest quality.

When asked to judge between the god in disguise and his own cattle, Paris unhesitatingly gave Ares a

prire, revealing his honesty and sense of justice. Since he had proven just in his judgement, Paris was
chosen to pick between the goddesses.

The three goddesses presented themselves to Paris, even stripping down to parade naked before him so
that he would be able to judge them fairly.

Not willing to rely on their own attributes alone, each offered Paris a bribe to win his favor. Athena
offered wisdom ond skill in war. Hera offered him power and lands to make him the king over Europe and

Asia. Aphrodite’s offer, however, was the successful bribe. She offered him the hand of the “most
beautiful woman in the world” in marriage.

Aphrodite didn’t mention that the woman in question, Helen, was already married to the Spartan
Menelaus. Undaunted, Paris claimed his prize and bore her away to Troy.

So What Role Do the Gods Have in The lliad?

Once the war lines were drawn, the gods and goddesses lined up on either side of the fray to see it play
out according to their whims and desires.

Although goddess Aphrodite arguably didn’t do Paris any real favors by offering him o married woman,

she did take up the Trojan cause in the conflict, favoring Paris and even coming to his rescue during the
battles. Joining her was her lover, Ares the god of war, and her half-brother Apollo.

Apollo, the god of pestilence and plagues, takes Athena’s side early on. It is uncertain whether he took
Athena’s side out of loyalty or provocation. His-ire [s roused by Agamemnon’s behavior toward the

1

daughter of one of his own priests.
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Agamemnon and Achilles have taken two women, Briseis and Chrysels, as war prizes from a city’s
sacking. Crhyseis’ father, Chryseus, is a priest of Apollo. When his appeals to Agamemnon to ransom his
daughter is refused, he turns to the god for assistance. Apollo obligingly turns a plague on the Greeks,
killing their cattle and horses and then the men.

To stop the plague, Agamemnon is forced to give Chryseis up. In turn, he demands that Achilles give him

Briseis, an action that angers Achilles and causes him to withdraw from the fighting, which in time incites
further immortal interference.

Angered by Agamemnon’s disrespect of his position and honor, Achilles appeals to his own immortal

mother, Thetis. She rises against the Greeks. She also carries some sway with Poseidon, who already has
cause to hate the Trojan king as a sea-nymph.

Thetis goes to Zeus to plead the Greeks’ case on Achilles’ behalf, and Zeus, hearing her appeal, does help
the Greeks for a time, costing Agamemnon important victories as he tries to fight without Achilles’ help.

Other Greek gods in The lliad play a less active, minor, or shifting role, taking up one side or another for a
shorter time or only one or two circumstances.

For example, Artemis is angered when the Greek leader Agamemnon takes a deer from her sacred

hunting grounds. Agamemnon is forced to sacrifice his daughter, Iphigeneia, to appease her before going
on to battle against Troy.

Which Gods Fought for Greece?

The role of the gods in The Iliad shifted and changed like sand in the wind in some cases. In others, some
gods were the loyal champions of their chosen sides throughout the battle.

Fighting on behalf of the Greeks was Thetis, the mother of Achilles; Poseidon, the god of the sea; and
Athena, the goddess of war, and Hera, scorned by Paris in the contest to decide whose beauty was the

greatest. Each of the Greek gods and goddesses, like the Trojan gods, had their own agendas and reasons
for their actions, however petty.

Athena and Hera'’s reasons for supporting the cause of the Greeks were most obvious. The two goddesses
were angry at having been scorned by Paris in the contest of beauty. Each felt that she should have been
chosen over Aphrodite and sought their revenge.

Athena plays an active role, interfering and supporting directly in several instances. When Agamemnon
takes Briseis from Achilles, she stops the hot-headed warrior from striking him down on the spot for the
insult.

Neutral Gods and Goddesses in The lliad

Not all of the roles of god and goddess in the lliad were quite so clear. Zeus himself refuses to openly take
sides, only overseeing the battling so that the declarations of fate that have already been decided will
come true.

Zeus’ role is one of an overseer, a balance to keep the fates in line. He sees to it that the fated events
occur so that the order of things can be maintained.

Zeus’ interventions favor first one side and then the other as he bows to the other gods’ will. His wife,

Hera, has chosen one side, while his daughter _W;pﬁit\e has chosen the other. _}:‘/‘
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Divine intervention in The lliad undeniably changed the course of history, not only for the individuals
involved in the war but for the outcome of the battle itself.

Not only did the gods start the war with their spat over a golden apple, but they also continue to
interfere and meddle in human affairs throughout the epic. From the basic taking of sides to joining in
the battling itself, the gods take an active role throughout most of the epic.

From the moment Agamemnon takes the sacred deer onward, the gods’ whims are intertwined with
mortals’ affairs. Even when Zeus declares that they are all to leave the mortals to their own fates, they
interfere at will and forbids further interference.

The gods and goddesses find more subtle ways to intervene and continue supporting their favorites,
rather like fans at a sporting event if they could come onto the field in disguise and interfere with the
gameplay at will.

What Were the Greek Gods Like?

The gods of The lliad acted very much like the mortals they sought to control. They were often shallow,
selfish, petty, and even silly in their behavior.

They certainly showed no compassion or care toward the mortals. Men and women alike were mere
pawns in their hands, manipulated as part of a grander scheme to gain favor and power amongst
themselves.

Once Aphrodite promises Paris that he will have Helen, allowing her to be taken back by Menelaus would
constitute a failure on the goddess’ part to carry out her vow. Unwilling to lose face with the other gods
and goddesses, Aphrodite does everything in her power to prevent Helen's return to Sparta. She even
goes so far as to rescue Paris from a duel with Menelaus, saving his life.

Later, she once more joins in the battle, coming onto the battlefield itself. She tries to rescue her son
Aeneus but is wounded by Diomedes, the Scourge of Troy.

Apollo intervenes and rescues her son. In book seven, Athena and Apollo decide to use single combat
between two of the warriors.

They bring Hector and Ajax together for a battle. By Book 8, Zeus is fed up with the gods’ antics and
summarily forbids them all from participating further in human affairs. He then retreats to Mt. Ida,
where he weighs the two armies’ fates to determine the next battles’ outcome. The Greeks lose, and Zeus

returns to Olympus.
What Did the Gods Win and Lose in the Trojan War?

The war began over a contest, the woman whose “face launched a thousand ships” the fiercely disputed
prize. As it unfolded, each god and goddess had something to gain and something to lose.

Zeus could no more take sides between the three warring goddesses, one being his wife, than he could
have judged the contest. His gain in the epic was retaining his status-quo as ruler of the gods.

He suffered several losses, however, including his mortal son, Sarpedon. In book 17, he laments the fate
of Hector as well, but the fates have decided, and even as a god, he is unable to go against Fate.

Thetis perhaps has the most to lose, of the gods and gaddesses involved with the Trojan war. Her son,
Achilles, has been prophesied to either live gr fqng (md ﬂnﬂventfuf life or gain great glory and die young in

Troy’s war. Ni : WL#
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HOMER and the Trojan War

(lliad)
ILIUM (TROY)

was a royal city in what is now northwest Turkey, in the river valley of the Skamander
River, some three or four miles from the Hellespont (the modern town is called
Hissarlik). The archaeological site was originally excavated by Heinrich Schliemann in

the 1870'..
TROS:

king of Troy, was the son of an Erechthonius ('born of the earth’) and of the daughter of
the River Simois, Astioche.

ILOS:

son of Tros and Callirhoe (‘beautifully flowing'); she was a daughter of the river god
Skamandros. Other siblings were: GANYMEDE, Assaracus, Cleopatra.

Ilos married Eurydice, and had children: Laomedon and Themiste (She married Capys,
son of Assaracus, who was her first-cousin).

LAOMEDON.

for whom Poseidon and Apollo built the walls of Troy, had:
PRIAM (his successor as King of Troy), HESIONE (Heracles story), and 7 others
PRIAM married:
(1) Arisbe (They had a son, Aesacus);
(2) HECUBA, whose children were:

Helenus (the seer) Troilus Deiphobus
Alexandros (Paris) Polydoros HECTOR
Cassandra Polyxena and 41 others

GODS who favored the Greeks included: Hera, Athena, and Thetis.

GODS who were uncommitted were: Zeus, Hades, Hermes, Iris, Persephone and
Demeter.

GODS who supported the Trojans were: Aphrodite, Apollo, Poseidon, and (for a while)
. *thena

< “-«

NOTE: Some gods who we &‘vncommrtt\ét{" ended up supporting "The Will of Zeus"
and thereforg‘ﬂzg Greek k.Athena, who &a’d a temple in Troy, decid
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Odysseus and supplied him and Epeus with the plans for the Wooden Horse; she also
had her statue (the Palladion) removed from Troy by Aeneas. Poseidon and Apollo had
built the walls of Troy, both killed Greeks by the thousands, either at Troy during the

war, or on the sea on the way home.

PRINCIPAL CHARACTERS in the ILIAD:

.ACHILLES calied Pelides = son of PELEUS (king of Phthia and Hellas in Thessaly) an d
THETIS;, leader of MYRMIDONS.

-PATROKLOS his best friend, guardian, and lover; his squire at Troy, son of Menoitios
(a friend of Heracles from Opis; another son was ABDERUS, Heracles' lover)

"Achilles was also accompanied by Patroklos, son of Menoetios and Sthenele daughter
of Akastos (or the mother of Patroklos was Periopis daughter of Pheres, or, as
Philocrates says, she was Polymele daughter of Peleus). At Opus, in a quarrel over a
game of dice, Patroklos killed the boy Klitonymos son of Amphidamas, and flying with
his father he dwelt at the house of Peleus and became the lover [eromenos] of Achilles.”

Apollodoros Library of Greek Mythology III. 13.8.

-AGAMEMNON son of Atreus, grandson of Pelops, great-grandson of Tantalus, king of
Mycenae; Commander-in- chief (wanax,) of the expedition; Married to Clytamnestra,
half-sister of Helen of Sparta

-MENELAUS brother of Agamemnon, married to Helen; successor of Helen's father
Tyndareus as King of Sparta. Called ATREIDES

-HELEN daughter of Zeus & of Leda, wife of Tyndareus; mistress of Paris the Trojan

-NESTOR son of Neleus, grandson of POSEIDON, king of Pylos. He brought 90 ships to
Troy (= 4500 men)

-ODYSSEUS son of LAERTES and Antikleia, king of Ithaca (Zakynthos ?) 12 ships (=
600 men)

-DIOMEDES son of Tydeus one of the Epigonoi in the Theban Saga, king of Argos.
Brought 80 ships (= 4000 men from Argos, Tiryns, Troezen and Epidauros)

-AJAX son of Telamon, the king of the Island of Salamis in the Saronic Gulf; brought 12
ships (= 400 men, including Athens).
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SEMINAR OUTCOME

1. Proficiency Verbal Communication: The students of the
department of English have acquired the proficiency of
verbal communication in the classroom during the
seminar. ;

2. Acquirement of Knowledge in a Particular Field: The
students of the department of English have acquired a
sound knowledge in the particular topic discussed in the
seminar.

3. Growth in Networking: The students of the department of
English have developed a growth in networking process
among each of them.

4. Encouragement and Motivation: The seminar have
encouraged them and motivated them to speak publically
in the class room.

5. A Different Environment than Classroom: The seminar
have provided the students a different setting of
environment in the department class room.
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Ry of the Gonty s e piiy gl
The povits in Ihe BN o &8 mont Growd mythodogy, Aeavily influenced events as they unfolded.

Wikite Jeva, the king of the godhy, remosned nevtrol severo! leiser gody ond goddesses chose sides,
Uhampianing eXher Grevd or Troson couses.

The entive confict, in foxt. began Becowse of on encounter detween the gods.
N Begon Wth en Appie |

The iod refers only briefly to the hodgement of Ports, implying thot The lliad audience wos already
intimotely familior with the story

The story is o simple one

Zews is holding o bonguet to ceiedrate the wedding of Thetis, o nymph, and
Peleus, o mortol

worrior. The poir will go on to become the parents of Achilles.

Excluded from the celebrotion is £ris, the goddess of discord. Angered by the snub, Eris snotches o golden

apple from the garden of the Hesperides. She marks the opple with an inscription “For the foirest” and
tosses /t into the porty.

Three goddesses claim the apple: Athena, Hera, ond Aphrodite. The three demand that Zeus be the judge

between them, but Zeus, who was no fool. He refuses to make a choice. Paris, a Trojan mortal, was
picked as the judge between the three.

He hod previously met the god Ares, who transformed himself into a bull to challenge Paris. Parls’ cattle
were known as being of the highest quality.

When asked to judge between the god in disguise and his own cattle, Paris unhesitatingly gave Ares a

prire, revealing his honesty and sense of justice. Since he had proven just in his judgement, Paris was
chosen to pick between the goddesses.

The three goddesses presented themselves to Paris, even stripping down to parade naked before him so
that he would be able to judge them fairly.

Not willing to rely on their own attributes alone, each offered Paris a bribe to win his favor. Athena
offered wisdom ond skill in war. Hera offered him power and lands to make him the king over Europe and

Asia. Aphrodite’s offer, however, was the successful bribe. She offered him the hand of the “most
beautiful woman in the world” in marriage.

Aphrodite didn’t mention that the woman in question, Helen, was already married to the Spartan
Menelaus. Undaunted, Paris claimed his prize and bore her away to Troy.

So What Role Do the Gods Have in The lliad?

Once the war lines were drawn, the gods and goddesses lined up on either side of the fray to see it play
out according to their whims and desires.

Although goddess Aphrodite arguably didn’t do Paris any real favors by offering him o married woman,

she did take up the Trojan cause in the conflict, favoring Paris and even coming to his rescue during the
battles. Joining her was her lover, Ares the god of war, and her half-brother Apollo.

Apollo, the god of pestilence and plagues, takes Athena’s side early on. It is uncertain whether he took
Athena’s side out of loyalty or provocation. His-ire [s roused by Agamemnon’s behavior toward the

1

daughter of one of his own priests.
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Agamemnon and Achilles have taken two women, Briseis and Chrysels, as war prizes from a city’s
sacking. Crhyseis’ father, Chryseus, is a priest of Apollo. When his appeals to Agamemnon to ransom his
daughter is refused, he turns to the god for assistance. Apollo obligingly turns a plague on the Greeks,
killing their cattle and horses and then the men.

To stop the plague, Agamemnon is forced to give Chryseis up. In turn, he demands that Achilles give him

Briseis, an action that angers Achilles and causes him to withdraw from the fighting, which in time incites
further immortal interference.

Angered by Agamemnon’s disrespect of his position and honor, Achilles appeals to his own immortal

mother, Thetis. She rises against the Greeks. She also carries some sway with Poseidon, who already has
cause to hate the Trojan king as a sea-nymph.

Thetis goes to Zeus to plead the Greeks’ case on Achilles’ behalf, and Zeus, hearing her appeal, does help
the Greeks for a time, costing Agamemnon important victories as he tries to fight without Achilles’ help.

Other Greek gods in The lliad play a less active, minor, or shifting role, taking up one side or another for a
shorter time or only one or two circumstances.

For example, Artemis is angered when the Greek leader Agamemnon takes a deer from her sacred

hunting grounds. Agamemnon is forced to sacrifice his daughter, Iphigeneia, to appease her before going
on to battle against Troy.

Which Gods Fought for Greece?

The role of the gods in The Iliad shifted and changed like sand in the wind in some cases. In others, some
gods were the loyal champions of their chosen sides throughout the battle.

Fighting on behalf of the Greeks was Thetis, the mother of Achilles; Poseidon, the god of the sea; and
Athena, the goddess of war, and Hera, scorned by Paris in the contest to decide whose beauty was the

greatest. Each of the Greek gods and goddesses, like the Trojan gods, had their own agendas and reasons
for their actions, however petty.

Athena and Hera'’s reasons for supporting the cause of the Greeks were most obvious. The two goddesses
were angry at having been scorned by Paris in the contest of beauty. Each felt that she should have been
chosen over Aphrodite and sought their revenge.

Athena plays an active role, interfering and supporting directly in several instances. When Agamemnon
takes Briseis from Achilles, she stops the hot-headed warrior from striking him down on the spot for the
insult.

Neutral Gods and Goddesses in The lliad

Not all of the roles of god and goddess in the lliad were quite so clear. Zeus himself refuses to openly take
sides, only overseeing the battling so that the declarations of fate that have already been decided will
come true.

Zeus’ role is one of an overseer, a balance to keep the fates in line. He sees to it that the fated events
occur so that the order of things can be maintained.

Zeus’ interventions favor first one side and then the other as he bows to the other gods’ will. His wife,

Hera, has chosen one side, while his daughter _W;pﬁit\e has chosen the other. _}:‘/‘
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Divine intervention in The lliad undeniably changed the course of history, not only for the individuals
involved in the war but for the outcome of the battle itself.

Not only did the gods start the war with their spat over a golden apple, but they also continue to
interfere and meddle in human affairs throughout the epic. From the basic taking of sides to joining in
the battling itself, the gods take an active role throughout most of the epic.

From the moment Agamemnon takes the sacred deer onward, the gods’ whims are intertwined with
mortals’ affairs. Even when Zeus declares that they are all to leave the mortals to their own fates, they
interfere at will and forbids further interference.

The gods and goddesses find more subtle ways to intervene and continue supporting their favorites,
rather like fans at a sporting event if they could come onto the field in disguise and interfere with the
gameplay at will.

What Were the Greek Gods Like?

The gods of The lliad acted very much like the mortals they sought to control. They were often shallow,
selfish, petty, and even silly in their behavior.

They certainly showed no compassion or care toward the mortals. Men and women alike were mere
pawns in their hands, manipulated as part of a grander scheme to gain favor and power amongst
themselves.

Once Aphrodite promises Paris that he will have Helen, allowing her to be taken back by Menelaus would
constitute a failure on the goddess’ part to carry out her vow. Unwilling to lose face with the other gods
and goddesses, Aphrodite does everything in her power to prevent Helen's return to Sparta. She even
goes so far as to rescue Paris from a duel with Menelaus, saving his life.

Later, she once more joins in the battle, coming onto the battlefield itself. She tries to rescue her son
Aeneus but is wounded by Diomedes, the Scourge of Troy.

Apollo intervenes and rescues her son. In book seven, Athena and Apollo decide to use single combat
between two of the warriors.

They bring Hector and Ajax together for a battle. By Book 8, Zeus is fed up with the gods’ antics and
summarily forbids them all from participating further in human affairs. He then retreats to Mt. Ida,
where he weighs the two armies’ fates to determine the next battles’ outcome. The Greeks lose, and Zeus

returns to Olympus.
What Did the Gods Win and Lose in the Trojan War?

The war began over a contest, the woman whose “face launched a thousand ships” the fiercely disputed
prize. As it unfolded, each god and goddess had something to gain and something to lose.

Zeus could no more take sides between the three warring goddesses, one being his wife, than he could
have judged the contest. His gain in the epic was retaining his status-quo as ruler of the gods.

He suffered several losses, however, including his mortal son, Sarpedon. In book 17, he laments the fate
of Hector as well, but the fates have decided, and even as a god, he is unable to go against Fate.

Thetis perhaps has the most to lose, of the gods and gaddesses involved with the Trojan war. Her son,
Achilles, has been prophesied to either live gr fqng (md ﬂnﬂventfuf life or gain great glory and die young in

Troy’s war. Ni : WL#
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HOMER and the Trojan War

(lliad)
ILIUM (TROY)

was a royal city in what is now northwest Turkey, in the river valley of the Skamander
River, some three or four miles from the Hellespont (the modern town is called
Hissarlik). The archaeological site was originally excavated by Heinrich Schliemann in

the 1870'..
TROS:

king of Troy, was the son of an Erechthonius ('born of the earth’) and of the daughter of
the River Simois, Astioche.

ILOS:

son of Tros and Callirhoe (‘beautifully flowing'); she was a daughter of the river god
Skamandros. Other siblings were: GANYMEDE, Assaracus, Cleopatra.

Ilos married Eurydice, and had children: Laomedon and Themiste (She married Capys,
son of Assaracus, who was her first-cousin).

LAOMEDON.

for whom Poseidon and Apollo built the walls of Troy, had:
PRIAM (his successor as King of Troy), HESIONE (Heracles story), and 7 others
PRIAM married:
(1) Arisbe (They had a son, Aesacus);
(2) HECUBA, whose children were:

Helenus (the seer) Troilus Deiphobus
Alexandros (Paris) Polydoros HECTOR
Cassandra Polyxena and 41 others

GODS who favored the Greeks included: Hera, Athena, and Thetis.

GODS who were uncommitted were: Zeus, Hades, Hermes, Iris, Persephone and
Demeter.

GODS who supported the Trojans were: Aphrodite, Apollo, Poseidon, and (for a while)
. *thena

< “-«

NOTE: Some gods who we &‘vncommrtt\ét{" ended up supporting "The Will of Zeus"
and thereforg‘ﬂzg Greek k.Athena, who &a’d a temple in Troy, decid
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Odysseus and supplied him and Epeus with the plans for the Wooden Horse; she also
had her statue (the Palladion) removed from Troy by Aeneas. Poseidon and Apollo had
built the walls of Troy, both killed Greeks by the thousands, either at Troy during the

war, or on the sea on the way home.

PRINCIPAL CHARACTERS in the ILIAD:

.ACHILLES calied Pelides = son of PELEUS (king of Phthia and Hellas in Thessaly) an d
THETIS;, leader of MYRMIDONS.

-PATROKLOS his best friend, guardian, and lover; his squire at Troy, son of Menoitios
(a friend of Heracles from Opis; another son was ABDERUS, Heracles' lover)

"Achilles was also accompanied by Patroklos, son of Menoetios and Sthenele daughter
of Akastos (or the mother of Patroklos was Periopis daughter of Pheres, or, as
Philocrates says, she was Polymele daughter of Peleus). At Opus, in a quarrel over a
game of dice, Patroklos killed the boy Klitonymos son of Amphidamas, and flying with
his father he dwelt at the house of Peleus and became the lover [eromenos] of Achilles.”

Apollodoros Library of Greek Mythology III. 13.8.

-AGAMEMNON son of Atreus, grandson of Pelops, great-grandson of Tantalus, king of
Mycenae; Commander-in- chief (wanax,) of the expedition; Married to Clytamnestra,
half-sister of Helen of Sparta

-MENELAUS brother of Agamemnon, married to Helen; successor of Helen's father
Tyndareus as King of Sparta. Called ATREIDES

-HELEN daughter of Zeus & of Leda, wife of Tyndareus; mistress of Paris the Trojan

-NESTOR son of Neleus, grandson of POSEIDON, king of Pylos. He brought 90 ships to
Troy (= 4500 men)

-ODYSSEUS son of LAERTES and Antikleia, king of Ithaca (Zakynthos ?) 12 ships (=
600 men)

-DIOMEDES son of Tydeus one of the Epigonoi in the Theban Saga, king of Argos.
Brought 80 ships (= 4000 men from Argos, Tiryns, Troezen and Epidauros)

-AJAX son of Telamon, the king of the Island of Salamis in the Saronic Gulf; brought 12
ships (= 400 men, including Athens).
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SEMINAR OUTCOME

1. Proficiency Verbal Communication: The students of the
department of English have acquired the proficiency of
verbal communication in the classroom during the
seminar. ;

2. Acquirement of Knowledge in a Particular Field: The
students of the department of English have acquired a
sound knowledge in the particular topic discussed in the
seminar.

3. Growth in Networking: The students of the department of
English have developed a growth in networking process
among each of them.

4. Encouragement and Motivation: The seminar have
encouraged them and motivated them to speak publically
in the class room.

5. A Different Environment than Classroom: The seminar
have provided the students a different setting of
environment in the department class room.
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SEMINAR OUTCOME

. Proficiency Verbal Communication: The students of the
department of English have acquired the proficiency of

verbal communication in the classroom during the
seminar.

. Acquirement of Knowledge in a Particular Field: The
students of the department of English have acquired a

sound knowledge in the particular topic discussed in the
seminar.

. Growth in Networking: The students of the department of
English have developed a growth in networking process
among each of them.

. Encouragement and Motivation: The seminar have
encouraged them and motivated them to speak publically
in the class room.

5. A Different Environment than Classroom: The seminar

have provided the students a different setting of

environment in the department class room.
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Saltora Netaji Centenary College
Debate Competition Programme
on
Women Empowerment and Its Impact on Society

Organized
By
the Department of English
Session: 2022-2023
Students of Semester I & [V
Date: 17.05.2023



Women empowerment refers to the process of giving women greater power,authority, and

control over their lives, both within and outside the home. Thiscan involve providing women
with access to education, healthcare, employment, and political representation, as well as
addressing social and cultural norms that limit women's opportunities and rights. The impact of

women empowerment on society can be significant and far-reaching.

Firstly, women empowerment can lead to economic growth and development. When
women have access to education and employment, they are able to contribute to the economy
and help lift their families and communities out ofpoverty. Studies have shown that increasing
women's participation in the workforce can boost GDP and promote economic stability.

Secondly, women empowerment can lead to improved health outcomes. When women
have access to healthcare and education, they are better able totake care of themselves and their
families. This can result in lower rates of maternal and infant mortality, improved nutrition,
and better reproductive health.

Thirdly, women empowerment can lead to greater political representation and
participation. When women are involved in decision-making processes at all levels of
government, they are able to advocate for policies and programs that benefit their communities.
This can lead to greater social and political equality, as well as improved governance and
accountability.

Finally, women empowerment can help to break down gender stereotypes and promote
gender equality. By challenging traditional roles and expectations for women, society can
become more inclusive and diverse. This can lead to greater opportunities and rights for

women, as well as a more just and equitable society for all.

Overall, the impact of women empowerment on society can be transformative.By empowering

women, we can create a more prosperous, healthy, and equitable world for everyone.
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Saltora Netaji Centenary College
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on
Social Media and Its Impact: Advantages and
Disadvantages

Organized
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the Department of English
Session: 2022-2023
Students of Semester I, IV & VI
Date: 12.05.2023



Introduction: Social media is a tool that is becoming quite popular these days because of
its user-friendly features. Social media platforms like Facebook. Instagram, Twitter and more are
giving people a chance to connect with each other across distances. In other words, the whole
world is at our finger tips and all thanks to social media. The youth is especially one of the most
dominant users of social media. All theses make you wonder that something so powerfuland with
such a massive reach cannot be all good. Like how there are always two sides to a coin, the same
goes for social media. Subsequently, different people have different opinions on this debatable
topic. So. in this essay on Social Media, we will see the advantages and disadvantages of social
media.

Advantages of Social Media: When we look at the positive aspect of social media, we
find numerous advantages. The most important being a great device for education. All the

information one requires is just a click away. Students can educatethemselves on various topics
using social media.

Moreover, live lectures are now possible because of social media. You can attend a lecture
happening in America while sitting in India. Furthermore, as more and more people are
distancing themselves from newspapers, they are depending on social media for news. You are
always updated on the latest happenings of the world through it. A person becomes more
socially aware of the issues of the world.

In addition, it strengthens bonds with your loved ones. Distance is not a barrier anymore
because of social media. For instance, you can easily communicate with your friends and
relatives overseas.

Most importantly, it also provides a great platform for young budding artists toshowcase
their talent for free. You can get great opportunities for employment through social media too.

The companies who wish to promote their  brands also take advantage of social media.
Social media has become a hub for advertising and offers you great opportunities for connecting
with the customer.

Disadvantages of Social Media: Despite having such unique advantages, social media is
considered to be oneof the most harmful elements of society. If the use of social media is not
monitored, it can lead to grave consequences.

Itis harmful because it invades your privacy like never before. The over sharing happening
on social media makes children a target for predators and hackers. It also leads to cyber bullying
which affects any person significantly.

Thus, the sharing on social media especially by children must be monitored atall times.
Next up is the addition of social media which is quite common amongst the youth.
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Q1 The lustory of Enghsh hiterature started with which period”

Anglo-Norman Perod
The Renassance Penod
\.’1_;' O NN I}L" Hwd

A

Q2 Which penod of Enghish Iiterature 1s called the ancestors ol the Enghsh race?
The Puritan Age

Ihe Anglo-Savon Penoed

The Retassance Period

Answer b

Q3 The land which the ancestors of Enghsh race (Angles & Saxons) occupied was called
Denmark

Sweden

Engle-land

Answer ¢

Q4 In Angle-Saxon poetrv. who describes continental courts visited in imagination by a
ter-wandenng poet”

W dsit h

Waldherz

The religious poets of the Anglo-Saxon period

Answer a

05 Who tells how Walter of Aquitaine withstood a host of foes in the passes of the Vosges”
W :dSllh
Waldhere

%epanm int okf'Englrsn

Saltora Netaji Ceatenary College
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Caedmon
Answer. b

06 Which 1s the splendid fragment of the Anglo-Saxon poetry deals with the favounte theme of

battle agamst feartul odds”
Complamt ol Deor
Beowull

The Fight at Finnesburg
Answer ¢

07 The poem of Anglo-Saxon period, which describes the disappointment of a lover 1s
Beowult

Complant of Deor

[he Fight at Finnesburg

Answer b

Q8 The first English poem or heroie poetry of the Anglo-Saxon Period was
Beowul

Complaint of Dew

The Plowman

Answer a

Q9 Major portion ol Anglo-Saxon poetry 15
romantic

rehigious

miracle

Answer b

()10 Name the religious poets of the Anglo-Suvon period
Caedmon

Cynewull

Bothaand b

Answer ¢

Q1 Which poet of Anglo-Saxon poetry sang i senies the whole stony ot the fate of man. from
the Creation and the Fall o the Redempuion and the Last Judgment”

Johin Milton

Cacdmuon

Dryden

Answer b
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Q12 ~Crist™ 1s the most important poem of which ol the following poets”
Cynewulf

Cacdmon

Drvden

Answer a

Q13 The poetry of which period deals with the traditions of an older world, and expresses

another temperament and way of living”
Anglo-Norman pertod

The Renaissance period

Anglo-Saxon period

Answer ¢

Q14 Who was/were the great pioneers of English prose ?
Alfred

Aelfric

Bothaand b

Answer. ¢

Q15 Who wrote sermons in a sort of poetic prose?
Alfred

Aelfric, a priest
William Langland
Answer: b

Q16. A number of Latin Chronicles in English was translated by which Anglo-Saxon prose?
Alfred, the Great

Aelfric a priest

John Gower

Answer: a

Q17. When were the Angles and Saxons first landed in England !
Middle of the fourth century

Middle of the fifth century

Middle of the sixth century

Answer: b

Q18. The most prominent king among the Anglo-Saxon kings was:
Harold
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Q25 The Anglo-Saxon or Old English Period n English Iterature extends roughly from:
670A Dt 1100 AD

660A D to 1100A D
650A.D 1o 1100A D

Answer a
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irpose of Quiz Competition

quiz competition can benefit students in several ways:
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Enhances Learning: Quiz competitions can help students improve their
owledge and understanding of a particular subject or topic. By taking part in
Juiz competition, students are encouraged to study and research more on

> subject, which helps in enhancing their learning.

s
’
! P
.’b.“,/ = A : \\4 nA A -
: Eatd-2000 \2) \ sl
: - = e i -




¥

‘ﬁ GPS Map Camera

7. Bankura, West Bengal, India
GWCR+MQM, Saltors - Mejia Rd, West Bengal 722168, India
Lat 23.621841°
* Long 86.041846°
| 20/05/23 11:14 AM OMT +05:30

Boosts Cognitive Skills: Quiz competitions help in enhancing the cognitive
ils of students. such as reasoning, critical thinking, and problem-solving

ese skills are essential for success in any academic or professional pursuit
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Builds Confidence; Participating in a quiz competition can help students
ild their confidence and self-esteem. When students answer questions
rrectly, they feel a sense of accomplishment, which boosts their confidence

vels.
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promotes Teamwork: Many quiz competitions are conducted in teams,
ich helps students develop teamwork skills. Working together with their

ers to come up with the right answers can help students build social skills

d learn the importance of collaboration.
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5. Provides Competitive Environment: Quiz competitions provide a
competitive environment that can motivate students to work harder and
perform better. This can help students develop a competitive spirit, which is

essential for success in any field.

Overall, quiz competitions can be a fun and engaging way for students to
learn, develop new skills, and build confidence.
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